Eddy Bernaise

Inventor of spin, Public Relations (PR)

Modern Advertising, Political Campaigns.

Ethical argument. Humans are controlled by their desires.

Underlying animal behavior. In groups they are dangerous unless controlled.

You must manipulate groups of people in order to have civilization.

Dictatorship.

Consumerism. Buying stuff and be happy.

It’s not what you need, but what you desire.

People desire power, attractiveness, important. Etc.

Utilitarian.

Brainwashing people to keep them happy.

Does advertising (PR, political messages) does it actually manipulate.

Michael Philips

He believes that people are manipulated by advertising.

Has negative consequences.

John Galbraith, Creates a society of people living like masters in a wheel.

If all this makes people work, and create products. This is a good consequence.

Anarchy.

Manipulation means you are not free.

Illusion of freedom.

Kantian ethics.

Categorical Imperative.

Treat all maxims as universal laws.

It violates the second phrasing of the cat imp.

You must always treat people as ends, never as means.

Utilitarianism. Okay

Kantian Ethics. No.

Virtue Ethics. What virtues are being created in the population and what virtues do the elite controllers have?

Not honestly. What are the good virtues involves?

Are you actually being manipulated?

Statistical argument.

Why were they buying Old Spice?

Theodore Levitt, he argues we are not being manipulated.

Why do we buying things?

Subconscious?

It does make you feel good?

What’s wrong with feeling good?

Consumerism is morally justifiable under utilitarianism.

Illusion that makes for a happy world.

Money can buy happiness.

Profit motive, desire for profit.

Capitalism (and the pursuit of profit) is justified because it creates a high standard of living and a high quality of life.

Ford Pinto – 1970

Japanese (small car)

Milton Friedman – 20th economic

How much are you willing to pay for your safety?

What is the principle?

You can’t put an infinite value on a human life.

To a certain extent this product is not safe.

Risks. Is it impossible to have a life without risk.

Ford Pinto

Kant.

Rockney Jacobson.

Standard of living is not the same thing as quality of life.

Quality (happiness)

Friends

Enough money to satisfy your life your needs.

Freedom

