CHAPTER 6 – Accepting Premises

Common Knowledge – make sure the audience is likely to accept any unsupported premise in your argument. Know what evidence you could offer to support the premise if asked

Testimony – 3 criteria – plausible (is the claim something that could be true) – reliable (is he person reliable) – experience (is it restricted to personal experience)

Authority – someone who knows more about a subject than most people

Criteria for judging acceptability of authority:
Authority must be identified 
Authority must be respectable (PhD, etc.)
Matter must be in the authority’s field of expertise
The matter must be one on which there is a consensus of experts

Fallacies Resulting from Bad Premises
A premise must be more likely to be believed than the conclusion

Dichotomy Arguments – uses implicitly restricted disjunction as a premise, one or more additional premises rule out all but one disjunct

Sentences that contain the word or are called disjunctions – state a number of options or alternatives, each called a disjunct.

False dichotomy – results when the disjunctive premise has omitted at least one relevant plausible alternative 

Begging the Question
Using a proposition x as a premise or an assumption in an argument intended to support x as a conclusion
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