Chapter 5

Stipulative definitions – refine or establish meaning for a particular purpose (restricts)

Reportive definitions – those found in dictionaries (reports how the word is actually used)

Definitions and their faults:

A definition of a term x tells us what things are included in the class named by x
· A definition that is too bread includes in the class things that ought not to be included
· A definition hat is too narrow excludes things that ought to be included
· A definition that is too narrow and too broad includes something it should exclude, and excludes things it should include

Operational definitions – an operational definition of a term x says that x can be used when and only when a specified operation yields a specified result

Persuasive definitions – persuasive definitions are disguised Stipulative definitions, in which the re-definition of the term plays a crucial role in the argument

Emotionally charged language – use of words with additional effective force to influence the listeners or readers emotions irrationally

Euphemism – hide or disguise warranted emotional force, by replacing a term with negative connotations with a term with positive or no connotations

Ambiguity – a term with two or more definite meanings 

Vague – a term with no definite meaning

Syntactic ambiguity – a sentence has more than one definite meaning

Semantic ambiguity – a word has more than one define meaning

[bookmark: _GoBack]The fallacy of equivocation – occurs when a word is used in two different senses in an argument. The premises appear to support the conclusion only because these two senses are not distinguished. 
