Chapter 1

Argument – an attempt to justify or prove a conclusion (tries to make you believe something, and gives you reasons to believe it)

Conclusion – what the argument is trying to make you believe

Premise – reasons given to believe the conclusion

TWO questions to ask:

· Is the passage trying to convince me of something?
· Are reasons given to convince me?

IF the answer is “yes” to both, the passage is an argument

Indicator words:

Conclusions:
Thus, therefore, hence, so, it follows that, shows that, indicates that, proves that, then

Premises:
For, since, because, for the reason that, on the grounds that, follows from

Propositions – content or meaning of a sentence 

Simple proposition – express a single complete thought. Must contain a subject (what we’re talking about) and predicate (what we’re saying about the subject). To express a single complete thought it must contain only one subject and one predicate, it must also be able to be true or false. 


Explanations – gives us reason why something is true, tells us why things are as they are

Arguments – gives you reasons why you should believe something is true, tells you how things are 

Cause – explanations give reason, tells us why something came to be – give cause

Evidence – arguments give evidence to support the conclusion 

Principle of charity – interpret the passage so that it makes the most sense 

i.e. – that is 
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