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THEORZING COMMUNICATION IN MODERN SOCIETY

General outline

Communication is the act of communicating with one another as humans.
Media is how we convey those acts of communications with the public.

Argument : Commuication « is our life »
Communication occurs in different levels :
Individual level(intra-personal communication);
Cultural level(cutural communication);
Social level(interpersonal communication);
Organizational level(organizational communication);

Communication occurs in different forms :
Face-to-face communication;
Indirect communication;
Oral, and visual communication;
Written communication;
Even mis-communication proves the importance of communication :
Mis-understanding;
Stereotyping;
Conflict;
Wars.

What is communication?
Two approaches
1. From the sender perspective
2. From the receiver perspective

A more plausible way
To see communication combining :
1. Intentional; Unintentional;
2. Verbal, or symbolic

Communication might be seen as :
« the process through which messages(both intentional and unintentional), create meaning »

Communication and social reality « dialectical process »
Process between society and its members.
Cultural values and social norms are CONTROLLING communication between members.

Milestones to the mass communication
1. the age of signs and signals.
2. The age of speech and language.
3. The age of writing.
4. The age of printing.
5. The age of mass communication.

What is a theory?
A theory is an informed guess about how things work or why certain events happen, or why certain events follow other events.
The main difference between communication theories and la theories is « validity ».
What is communication theory?
The systematic study of experience that leads to understanding knowledge.

Two approaches to build a theory
1. Inductive theory
2. Deductive theory

The basic functions of a theory
1. Organize information;
2.Describe the phenomena;
3. Explain how communication processes and practices work, and why..etc;
4. It predicts the future occurrences of the same phenomena;
5.Control events when they have the same exact circumstances(i.e. Using the same variables).


EXAM QUESTIONS IMPORTANT!!!!!

What is a « lay theory »? = a speculation to understand events

What is the second stage of communications inquiry? = observation
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