CLA1001- September 19th 2011 class notes





Letter: Epsilon-Is for Eros, Son of Aphrodite.


-Aphrodite is the goddess of sexual attraction.


-Epsilon means naked


 Monster of the day: Theseus-Killed the minotaur





MBA: Hellas:


M Helladie-Regression


-M Cycladic Static


-Quotation on page 50 of the textbook about crete, knossos and king minos From the Odyssey





-Crete was spacious, multilingual town.


Myth tells us that:


-King Minos was from Crete


-Big population, lots of cities


-Minos was the son of Zeus. Zeus was born on Crete.


-Minos's mom hid her son in a cave since Zeus didn't want anyone to be more powerful then him.


-Minos marries Pasiphae 


-The Romans called Poseidon Neptune





Pasiphae & baby Minotaur


-Minos gets Daidalos to build a Labyrinth for the baby minotaur to live in


-Every year there was a human sacrifice for the minotaur 





Theseus & Ariadne


-Ariadne gives Theseus a sword to kill the minotaur


-Ariadne also gives him a piece of string to walk into the Labyrinth with so that he can find his way out





MBA Cretee=Middle Minoan (mm) 2000-1500 BCE


Knossos, Phaistos, Mallia, Kato Zakro





Sir Arthur Evans (1851-1941 ce)


-Knighted for his work at Knossos


-He gave the name to the civilization Minoan


-Because over his 35 years of civilization what he found seemed to have proved what homer said about the Minoan


-Found a monumental structure which he thought was the Knossos


-More then 300 rooms, the size of two football fields side by side


-Capacity of 7500 people


-Knossos may have been the Labyrinth of the Minotaur





Labyrinth=Labrys?�-Labrys=Double axe


-Non-Greek word





Hagia Triada Sarcophagus 





Double axes=Religious symbol?�(libation, music, offerings)





-SAE found a room that had a stone chair, he believed that chair was the throne.





Common features of the palaces


-ALL of them have a complex plan


-All are dominated by a large central courtyard


-In that large central courtyard is where SAE thought the sacrifice to the minotaur occurred


-All have a lot of storage


-NO defences


-Theatrical areas


-Multi-Stoned





Knossos: Storage cists and Pithoi


-No evidence for drama, the theatrical areas may have been a markup place





Middle Minoan monumental complexes were centres of:


-Economy redistribution


-Administration 


-Religion


-Government


-Industry 





Icarus:�-Wax wings, flew to high and fell and died








Phaistos Disk:


-1st printed documents


-45 different symbols on this disk


-Clayddd


-Stamped on both sides


-unDeciphered


-Unique





Linear A


-90 different symbols


-Scratched in clay tablets


-undeciphered


-non-greek language





Minoan religion:


-Storage areas connect with areas for religion





Faience 'snake goddess'


-She's made of clay, glaze on the clay is very hard and shiny. Almost like enamel.


-Wears a hat with a cat on it, it is unknown why








Peak sanctuary' Rhyton: (p.48)


-Rhyton is a special ritual container with a whole in the bottom used for diffusing liquid onto the ground.�


Who ruled Knossos?�-Who were the benches for?�-Was it a woman ruler, the stone chair was very small


-Who were 





Kamares Ware:


-Wheelmade


-Polychrome


-Marine or floral motifs





Minoans in Egypt:


-They call Crete the land of Keftio





Stonewares


-Steatite


-Rock crystal





Sheep means wool, wool means textiles.





Thucydides p.35


-Introduced the idea of writing down history chronologically 





Middle Bronze age miNOANS:


1ST CIVILIZTED EUROPEANS


-Agriculture


-Settlements of 5000+


-Monumental buildings


-Metallurgy


-system of writing


-but not the 1st civilization Hellenes











