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Midterm= 5 questions, one question on each writer we talked about (15 minutes per question) 
Good way to study is too bring up the state of nature and then social contract (how to get out of the state of nature) for each person. 
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, General question
Machiavelli: 
Power
Cycles: Things repeat themselves, we will hit the same cycle and the same things, we can learn from the past unlike what they thought before (Rome). We can stop at a democracy for a period but even that will fall apart. Each positive form will deteriorate into a negative form of government. 
Civic culture is the purpose 
Citizenship 
Ideal leader: bad to be too generous because there are expectations. You must be willing to commit immoral acts in order to prevent other immoral acts. You have to be able to get your hands dirty and know when to make that judgment. Virtu: chance and fortuna: knowing when to make that decision. Fox and the lion; sometime you need to use force and aggression and other times you need to be cunning to avoid traps; you need to know when to use which on (when to be the lion when to be the fox). You need to know how to manage public opinion; if you’re too generous, people will be disappointed when you can’t anymore, and it will worse than  if you had never been generous at all. He is constantly breaking promises, adapting to the situation. THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS. 

Hobbes: 
The state of nature:  a state of war and men killing themselves and in order to stop that there needs to be government, law is set up so that security can be achieved. Thinking about Hobbes, you have to think about the state of nature: he doesn’t like the state of nature, it’s based on wants and urges, everyone is equal (the smallest man can kill the biggest man) no one is safe; full of self-centered people who don’t cooperate together. 
How do you get out of the state of nature? You must give up a lot and agree to follow the rule of one authority (it could also be a parliament or an assembly). 
Who do we make the social contract with (who are the parties)? Between all the people in the society, not between you and the government. 
We are all agreeing to submit to one authority (who make laws to feel secure and safe, determines what the threats are (what countries are a threat), they decide the punishments, decides what’s right and wrong (very important). If values are decided among the citizens there will be civil wars and conflicts, the leader must decide everything. 
Hobbes=FEAR.  He’s afraid of everyone, civil war, the war of all against all.” I’m afraid of what you will do to me and others if there is not a leader to control us.” Even if you submit to the sovereign, you’re still free because you can chose not to live that way. You can’t decide what’s good and bad on a private level. Everything about Hobbes it about FEAR, 
Social order is his goal. 
 Hobbes says the state of nature is the state of war, there doesn’t even need to be violence, if there is no authority; it is a state of war.

Locke: 
Property is big part for Locke, 
The second element is rule of law: everyone is under the law including the government.
What is the state of nature for Locke? Second most positive view of the state of nature. We are all reasonable and all have generally the same views of what’s right and wrong. We can see when a wrong act is being committed and can enforce punishment (natural law). 
Society can be created before government. There can be a pleasant community even before there is a government. 
Why would we want to get out of the state of nature? The inconvenience is that everyman is a judge for his own case. When things get complicated (for example accumulation of resources), we need someone to regulate that for us so we hire the government to do that. The government is there for us, works for us. 
The social contract is between the citizen and the government. You can even revolt and fire the government, The goal of government is to preserve your property, your life, your freedom (life, liberty, property). The government is there to protect your stuff. American Declaration stole Locke’s phrase,” life liberty and pursuit of happiness”. Basically it’s nice to have someone there to protect us, that works for us, that’s why we get out of the state of nature. 
Even though everyone is under the law, when a certain situation arises, the government can break the law and do whatever it wants (when there is danger). 
Rule of law: everyone is equal before the law and we follow the same rules, everyone is under the law, no one can break it. Why is this crucial? Locke’s view on the state of war: the state of war is when there is an act of violence OR if someone is trying to put you under their authority. If someone is trying to dominate you, you are in a state of war with them. That’s why the government must be under the law as well, or else we would be in a state of war with the government and have to defend ourselves. 




Rousseau: 
The state of nature: was awesome and society is corrupt. The state of nature was a state of honesty, we did not lie to ourselves and we were satisfied just living. In the state of nature, you don’t want what you don’t have, you’re not always looking for something, you don’t have dreams. You don’t fear anything. Compassion and pity is present in the state of nature, we don’t like to see anyone get hurt. When he says savage, he means not tamed by any government. It’s pretty great, that’s why he thinks it’s bad to get out of the state of government, it’s a tragedy. 
Why do we leave the state of nature? We left because we were tricked by someone who tried to explain and justify accumulating resources and having power. Now you have to set up a government as a solution (it’s not as good as the state of nature). 
The general will: what’s best for the community, not just us. You should follow the majority’s decision, even if it’s not what you want, because it’s best for the community as a whole. 
We are unhappy out of the state of nature because we start lying to ourselves and to others for our self-image. It’s the only way to succeed in society, lying, suppressing your urges. (lying in a job interview, to your parents)

Broad question: Which writers do you like the most or dislike the most? 
