14/01/2013
The Origins of Sociology
· The word “sociology” was invented in 1838 to describe a new way of looking at the social world.

· 175 years old – young as a discipline
Important Philosophers/Thinkers
· Confucius (1551-1479 BC)

· Preached the concept of role modeling.

· Plato (427-347 BC)

· Aristotle (384-322 BC)

· Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406)

· Shakespeare (1564-1616)

· Wrote about human passions.

· Montesquieu (1689-1755)

· Argued that human laws embody cultural morals, social values and geographical concerns.
Social Change and Sociology
· Sociology developped in response to striking and dramatic changes taking place at the time (early 19th century in France, Germany, England).

· Industrial revolution and urbanization, political revolutions, scientific revolution.
· Industrialization: The process by which societies are transformed from dependence on agriculture and hand-made products to an emphasis on manufacturing and related products.
· Urbanization: Population moving from rural areas to cities.
Emergence of New Social Problems
· Anonymity, isolation, inadequate housing, crowded cities, unsanitary and unhealthy work and living conditions, homelessness, high rates of poverty, pollution, criminal behaviour, etc.

· Popular discontent among the working class

· strikes, protest, social uprising, angry mobs, etc.
Political/Democratic Revolutions
· Changes in political thought

· society as the product of individual self-interest

· new political climate; individual freedom and rights

· The French Revolution

· Introduction of a new principle into history by demanding political action to redress mass poverty

· Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité

· Suggested that people, not God, are responsible for organizing society

· Showed that social change was possible and that people could indeed change society if the will was there.

· First time in human history that a king was legally executed.
Early Sociologists
· Auguste Comte (1798-1857)

· Coined the word “sociology”.

· Preferred the term “social physics”.

· Sought to make a science of society.

· Social statics (order and stability) and dynamics (conflict and change).

· Believed that the French Revolution had weakened the social fabric and the traditional social ties in France.

· Was looking for a way to bring order out of chaos.

· Believed that much as the physical word operates according to gravity and other laws of nature, he believed that society also conforms to commutable and universal laws of its own.

· In short, physics applied to society.

· Using methods applied by physics to discover laws of human behaviour.

· With these laws, we could find a way to fix society.

· Sought to emulate the natural sciences.

· Émile Durkheim

· Created the first rules of methods in sociology

· Considered the founder of the discipline

· Brought sociology to the university, creating the first chair in sociology at la Sorbonne in Paris.

· Trained the first students in the discipline

· Created the first academic sociological journal, L'Année Sociologique (1898).

· Believed that society is more than simply the sum of its parts.

· It has a unique character of its own; not reducible to the behaviour of any one individual.
· Social Facts: Patterened ways of acting, thinking and feeling that exist outside of any one individual but that exert social control over each person.
Suicide as a Social Fact
· For any given country, the suicide rate is stable over time.

· Durkheim took this stability to mean that he was dealing with a pattern of social behaviour.

· Not only was the suicide rate stable for any given country, it also differed wildly among them.

· Britain had twice the suicide rate of Italy.

· Denmark had four times the suicide rate of Britain (or eight times that of Italy).

· Britain and Denmark are Protestant countries – Itality is a Catholic country.

· Suicide rates are higher in Protestant countries than in Catholic countries.

· Both religions severely condemn suicide.

· It cannot be a question of mere religious belief.
