ENCYCLOPEDIA READINGS
ALEXANDRIAN
· Similar to Gardnerians 
· Rituals very formal and heavy indebted to Western ceremonial magic 
· Emphasis of the Goddess and the God (male and female)
· Holy year has a division- holly king and oak king
· Ritual dramas deal with the theme of a dying resurrected god
· Created by Alex Sanders and wife Maxine Sanders
· Alex claimed he was initiated into a family tradition of Wicca by his grandmother
· But he actually got initiated by a Gardnerian Witch 
· The name “Alexandrian,” does NOT refer to Alex but the Egyptian city Alexandria 
· Style tends to be somewhat more varied 
· Ritual nudity is an option 
· As  a rule Alexandrians focused strongly upon training and place more emphasis on ceremonial magic practices such as Kabbalah 
· Hierarchical- high priest(ess) meet once a week or one full moons, new moons, and festivals 
· Same tools as Gardnerian 
· Some cases different the tools of art are differently 
· Cosmetic and deep philosophical differences 
· Over the past 30 years the traditions have moved closely towards each other 
CHARLES ARNOLD 
· Served in the US army 
· Came to Canada after he was done with the army
· He began studying the craft in the late 1970’s first as a solitary and later more formally
· Part of Toronto neo-Pagan community at various times he was a member of the Wiccan Church and part of the board of director 
· Known for having launched a series of highly publicized challenges around the treatment of Wicca as a religion in Canada 
· His employer was unwilling to pay him for religious holidays 
· He victory became an important precedent it gave them a concrete instance in which government body recognized 
· It did not set a legal precedent 
GARDNERIAN 
· Gerald B Gardner can be called the Grandfather of almost all neo-Pagan Wicca
· Wrote a novel called High magic’s Aid- it was about medieval witchcraft and gave general feel 
· Became the director of the newly opened museum of magic and witchcraft in Castletown 
· Started to establish covens using come basic ideas and rituals many borrowed from diverse sources including Masonic rituals and the writing of Aliester Crowley 
· Doreen Valiente helped reshape the structure of his rituals by rewriting and embellishing his book of shadows 
· New tradition of witchcraft originally termed “Gardnerian “ as a nickname by his critics
· Influenced by the teaching Charles Godfrey Leland  and tradition also adopted come of the features common to Italian Witchcraft  
· Today Gardnerian is a witch that can trace his or her lineage through priestesses back to a High priest-  a priest that has worked with Gardner- views priests as “first among equals” 
· Are protected by an oath that each initiate takes upon joining a coven 
· Lengthy course of study- magic, oath of secrecy and the memorization of traditional scripts 
· Gardnerian Wicca has 3 Degrees of training 
· Traditions is mainly coven based and follows an extremely traditional path 
· Considered autonomous and traditions of documentation vouching that a given person is indeed a Gardnerian Witch- but rare
GERALD BROUSSEAU GARDNER
· One of the best known and most fascinating figures in modern Witchcraft 
· Became the founder of contemporary Wicca as a religion 
· Believed that he was a descendant of one Grissell Gairdner 
· Loved history and all things occult things- knives
· Had numerous amounts of his works published despite the fact he was homeschooled
· Crowther a professional magician and ventriloquist became friends 
· Crowther introduced Gardneir to Crowley 
· Met Doreen Valienete and initiated her into his coven 
· Valiente helped Gardner edit and expand his existing Book of Shadows
· Put emphasis on the Goddess
· Success caused the British media to seek him out for interviews  and splits began to develop in his coven over his relentless pursuits of publicity
· Insisted on using what he claimed were “ancient” Craft laws giving precedence to the God over the Goddess 
· The final revolt happened when he declared the High priestess too old  
· Valiente and other members left Gardner 
· Raymond  Buckland was responsible for introducing Gardnerian to the US
MARGARET MURRAY
· An eminent British anthropologist and Egyptologist 
· She began to write books about the origins  and organizations of witchcraft 
· Pioneer suffragette publicly speaking about women’s rights
· When she became  ill she wanted to convalesce at place that has Arthurian lore and mysticism 
· Her findings from her books led to a theory that witchcraft was widespread and rooted in European pre-Christian Pagan fertility cults that extends back to the Paleolithic era
· In her second book she had a theory the horned God of witchcraft also dated to  Paleolithic times 
· The Divine King in England advanced the theory that many English sovereigns from William the Conqueror  to James I gas dies by ritual murder in keeping with the ancient sacrificial themes of the Slain God and Divine Kings of the old Pagan religions 
· People dismissed her writings
ALEXANDER SANDERS
· Responsible for the founding the Alexandrian tradition of Wicca 
· Called the “king of witches,” by his followers
· Seen as a powerful magician and a very ski8lled witch 
· Very contradictory early life
· He started the left hand path when he started to become a loser
· He worshiped the Devil and studied “Abra Melin,” magic 
· Claimed to made  a “magical child” named Michael 
·  Used Michael during trance work and he claimed it was Michael who forced him to act badly at wild parties
· Wanted entrance to Gardnerian covens but was turned away
· Took the book of shadows and made a few changed then claimed it was his grandmothers 
·  He gained followers and married his High Priestess
· Accused on plagiarizing work of other people to gain more attention 
· Helped influence many newcomers entering the Craft and Alexandrian Wicca remains today one  of its largest traditions 
DOREEN VALIENTE
· In her wake came the first book of shadows 
· Around the world people meet to recite her poetry underneath the full moon 
· The Grandmother of witchcraft 
· Initiated into another tradition under the eccentric Witch Robert Cochrane 
WICCAN CHURCH OF CANADA
· Run by Richard and Tamarra James 
· It is a modified church model which members refer to as a “pagan temple structure.”
· Views each initiate as having a personal voyage or odyssey to complete, hence a choice of tradition name 
· Making themselves to more available to media they were able to reduce stigma 
· The owners have many meaningful pieces 
CHURCH OF SATAN
· The founding of the church of Satan was Anton LaVey
· Originated from an attempt to reorganize modern occult and magical teachings around the world 
· Advocates a philosophy of individuals pragmatism and hedonism rather than emphasizing the worship of Satan 
· Promotes the development of strong individuals who seek gratification out of life and who practice the selfish virtues as long as they do not harm  others
· LaVey’s teachings focus on self-assertion and the gratification of an individual’s physical and mental nature 
· Satan a figure that represents indulgence, vital existence, undefiled wisdom, kindness to the deserving and vengeance.  Values responsibility to the responsible the notion that the human being is just not another animal in the so called sins that lead to physical or mental gratification
· Based on the philosophy of the book of law
· Views each person as living to accordance to his or her own rules although illegal acts and drugs are opposed by the church
· 3 Holidays celebrated by the church 
· Birthdays, Halloween, and Walpurgisnacht
· Le Messe Noir is the text used for the traditional Black Mass ritual 
· Mass is conceived as a purging ritual during which psychodrama is used in order to free an individual from the sacred intimidation 
· The church disbanded after the Church of Satan Brotherhood broke up due to some brothers changing their religion 
· The remaining grottos were  disbanded and that was the end of the church but there is still some groups that come from it like the Temple of Sect 
ANTON SZANDOR LAVEY
· Founder of the Church of Satan 
· His tales of his life has been debunked by his daughter Zeena 
· Performed the first Satanic baptism on his daughter and the first wedding and funeral 
· Radical expression of free thinking along with an expressed disdain for the hypocrisy that has ruined Christianity
· Did not believe the devil as a physical being but as a metaphor 
· Played with the stigma of someone who is a Satanic 
· When he died current partner tried to make his house a shrine to Satanism but did not succeed the house was then made into an apartment complex
· Became known as the “black Pope.”

NEO-SATANISM COMPARED AND CONTRASTED WITH NEO PAGANISM 
· Satanism in the twentieth centuries is actually a mix of various different trends
· Arthur Lyons divides it into three different categories 
· Solitary Satanist, outlaw Satanist groups and neo-Satanic churches 
· Solitary Satanist are young teen men who are social outcasts looking for wish fulfillment – Rituals are found from books, movies, and music they usually grow out of the phase
· Outlaw Satanist groups are comprised of small groups of participants in the 16-25 range ad are again usually male. These groups are often headed by one charismatic youth and most outlaw Satanist actually express their worship of Satan as the Evil one of the Bible. Indulgence in the use of mind altering substances and may use blood in their ritual format
· Neo-Satanic churches are legitimate new religious movement represented by Anton LaVey and the Church of Satan or Michael Aqunio and the Temple of Sect. Lavey’s writes represents the cosmology and the axiology of the neo-Satanist Church of Satan member as one that focus on the self, self-gratification and taking care of what one “deserve.” 
· Both neo pagans and neo Satanist are decentralized religious movements and both have adopted the trappings of traditional figures regarded as “scandalous,” by mainstream society- witches in the case of neo pagaens and Devil worshippers in the case of neo Satanists. 
·   Both  have no central person or body of elders who guide their community as mainstream churches do
· Neo-Satanist wear a pentacle with two points up and a Wiccan would wear the pentacle upside down 
· Crucial difference between the two philosophical stances the ultimately places them worlds apart however and this is their view on nature and humanity 
· Contemporary Neo-Paganism tends to employ nature itself as the perfect as the perfect symbol and the ultimate source of divine religious inspiration 
· To Neo Pagan practitioner’s nature is viewed as somewhere on a scale from benign to overly positive. 
· Neo-Satanist views the natural world as somewhere between benign and openly hostile to humans. Natural disasters us evidence that the natural world wither cares nothing for humanity is actually hostile to its evidence. Strives to perfect individual persons over the community in order to increase their abilities to the degree that they can dominate the world around them. It allows them to achieve their best potential rather than succumb to the randomness of the natural world around them. 
· Neo paganism is a community practice in one way or another orientation that is conspicuously absent in modern forms of neo Satanism. Held implications of this pagan relationship to the natural world and nature carries 
TEMPLE OF SET
· “reconsercrated” and founded by Dr. Michael Aqunio 
· Introduced the word of the Aeon of Set into the Temple’s philosophy and practice Xeper “I have come into being.” 
· Reflects the consciousness worshiping nature of the Temple of Set 
· More complex image than Satan to the Setians because Satan is tied to conventional religions and their moral codes and therefore thought not be an effective representation of the richness, subtlety and complexity of the Left Hand Path which the temple of Set practice 
· The left handed path us typified by the temple of Set as the following qualities 
· Individuality: Each is in charge of his or her self-change and growth 
· Antinomianism: Denial and rejection of the herd mentality
· Control: Recognize, start, and complete great quests distinguishes Setian initiates they are encouraged to take care of themselves the environment around them through their actions 
· Black Magic: focuses on self-determined goals initiates are taught to think independently 
BUDAPEST Z
· Committed feminist who sees Goddess religion as a crucial ideological and psychological support to the work of feminism 
· Considered one of the founding mothers of women’s spirituality movement she coined the term “feminist spirituality.”
· Founded the first female coven, “Susan B. Anthony Coven Number One.” 
· Wrote a book that lead to the Dianac movement 


JUDY CHICAGO 
· Pioneer in feminist art and feminist art education and one of the founders of the global feminist art movements
· Enormous influence on the followers of Witchcraft and the Goddess
MARY DALY
· One of the most influential and radical figures in the development of women’s theology
· She realized that to “to be” Is “to sin”. The word sin comes from Indo-European word for “to be”
· Blamed patriarchal rule of a “phallocratic.”  
· Her notions of matriarchy and the reestablishment of the voices of women were cutting edge concepts that radicalized and focused the women’s movement, especially from the theological viewpoint 
DIANICS
· Dianiacs turn to the goddess(es) more than they do the god(s) and they are all eclectic 
· Emphasizes Goddess worship often to the complete exclusion of God worship a practice that upsets many more traditional Witches’ sense of polarity balance and sometimes get s practitioners accused of worshiping God in Skirts 
MARIJA GIMBUTAS
· Developed an interdisciplinary research method that she called “archaeomythology.” 
· Led her to formulate the Kurgan hypothesis 
· Named from the grave mounds or Kurgans of nomadic people who lived in the south of Russia steppes in prehistoric times. 
· Argues that repeated invasions of southeastern by patriarchal warriors nomads eventually destroyed “old Europe” a peaceful, egalitarian and Goddess worshipping farming culture 
· Feminist Goddess worshipers and Witches have embraced both her theory and its creator.   
NAOMI GOLDENBERG
· Meeting Starhawk made her interested in temporary witchcraft 
· Became a professor at OttawaU
MCFARLAND DIANICS
· Morgan McFarland who had practicing her person rituals as a solitary for several years met Mark Roberts another solitary practitioner through a mutual friend 
· She initiated him into an English family tradition
· Beliefs and practices and she then adopted the designation “Dianiac” as that of her tradition 
· Then the rituals and mysteries that McFarland Dianiac copy from their High Priestess Book of Shadows 
RECLAIMING STARHAWK 
· A feminist and peace activist she is one of the foremost voices of ecofeminism 
· She is one of the cofounders of the Reclaiming Collective and international neo-Pagan movement that started in California 
SHAMANISM 
NEO PAGANISM AND THE NEW AGE 
· New age and Western pagan movements present two innovative spiritualties 
· Neither answer to central authority that would be capable of officially speaking or the movement 
· Comprised of disparate and loosely coordinated confederations of contrasting beliefs techniques and practices 
· Lack of administration is reflected by the lack membership 
· Both are shifting and as hoc alliance of exegetical individuals and groups 
· Both resist institutionalization and place stress on individual exegesis and the spiritual right of individuals 
· Neo Paganism and New Age can be understood as two different movements
· Differences outweigh the similarities 
· New paganism is the Age of Aquarius
· New Age movements Age of the Pisces 
· Rival theologies 
NEO SHAMANS
NEO PAGANISM AND PSYCHOLOGY 
FEMINIST SPIRITUALITY AND NEO PAGANISM
· Feminist spirituality first used by Z Budapest
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Used for people who are not Witches but who do use female imagery in revisioning the divine 
· The term is no longer very helpful in defining a particular worldview or spiritual practice 
· More accurate term is Goddess Spirituality 
· Cluster of characteristics symbols, rituals and beliefs that honor nature and the female and see spirit and matter interwoven 
· West of the Atlantic
· The first coven of witches was created and founded by Z Budapest 
· Calling themselves Dianic Witches- Dianic witchcraft grew quickly as more and more women began to participate in ritual celebration that according to Budapest sometimes attract a lot of people
· Mary Daly first to use only female imagery to represent the divine 
· Marija Gimbustas began to publish work that purportedly demonstrated the existence of a Neolithic “Goddess Civilization,” southeastern Europe 
· Worship of the Goddess was central to all aspects of life
· 




