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· Introduction
· 1970-91
· mid 1970s recession:
· OPEC limits stock of oil as a penalty of US support for Israel during the 1973 Arab-Israeli war 
· Soviets were shielded from the international crisis
· By the late 1970s Soviets are facing economic trouble
· Life on the ground ‘dull’; 
· 1970s détente influenced by Ostpolitik 
· number of dialogues between US/USSR and rest of Europe
· SALT I and SALT II (Strategic Arms Limitations Talks) 
· b/w Nixon and Brezhnev
· 1972 II: continues till the end of the 70s b/w Carter and Brezhnev 
· limit the number of actual nuclear warheads 
· never ratified by congress
· two Europe specific dialogues:
· 1) Mutual and Balanced Force Reduction (MBFR) talks held in Vienna, October 1973 – 1989
· used as a forum for discussion 
· 1989 talks end with the end of the Warsaw Pact
· largely a Western initiative 
· 2) CSCE – Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe – “Helsinki Accords”
· begin Jan 1973 held in Helsinki, Finland
· desired a recognition of the status quo in Europe; a formal recognition of Eastern Europe and its boundaries
· August 1 1975 the final act of the CSCE is agreed upon
· Formal recognition of the political frontiers of Europe
· An increase in economic and cultural relations b/w east and west Europe
· Exchange of observers at any large scale military exercise 
· Many benefits to the east but good for stability in Europe at large
· Moscow agreed to respect human rights and political freedoms; 
· Signed on but did not necessarily adhere
· Put issues on the table 
· Allows repressed individuals in Eastern Europe an opportunity to protest
· Charter 77 
· Creation of a climate of political security in Europe
· Opened up Eastern and Western blocs  
· Long term result of a greater understanding b/w east and west;
· Opened east to certain parts of western culture which had been forbidden (blue jeans,  rock music)
· Allowed for a relaxation from military escalation; Soviets could allocate spending away from military for a short while 
· Repression, subsidies (alcohol and cigarettes)  and censorship was holding back political and social movement(s) 
· 
· Growing problems in the USSR
· A) diplomatic successes… economic crises and stagnation
· B) Brezhnev’s passing and leadership instability
· 1970s, not in great health
· economy was in decline
· March 1982 suffers stroke, dies of a heart attack 10 November 1982
· 12 Nov 1982: Andropov appointed as leader; dies Feb 9 1984: recognizes and admits that the USSR has significant economic problems, attempts to establish corporate responsibility 
· dismisses a number of ministers 
· Reagan renewed arms escalation 
· Chernenko (1984-85)  - 13 months in power and then dies; nothing significant achieved under his watch
· Gorbachev (1985-)
· C) invasion of Afghanistan, 1979
· 1978 Afghanistan turned in to Soviet puppet state
· 5 year plan implemented: reforms run counter to traditional values
· Mujahedeen run guerilla war against government  
· Soviets invade Afghanistan to depose leader who begins pulling from Soviet orbit
· Soviets bogged down in war with Mujahedeen 
· US military spending spikes in the 1980s and supports the Mujahedeen; Soviets threaten US not to invade Pakistan or Iraq with nuclear weapons
· 600,000 Soviet soldiers serve in Afghanistan 50000 wounded 15000 dead; approx. 1 million Afghan die – millions more flee the state
· D) renewed Arms Race: a la Reagan’s War\	
· Détente is finished
· Carter wished not to re-escalate
· When Reagan enters, escalation significantly hastens 
· Was staunchly anticommunist republican
· Was very religious; thought communist godlessness was a threat to the world
· Arms escalation bankrupts the Soviet Union
· SDI – Strategic Defense Initiative “Star Wars” 
· 3) Gorbachev 
· Comes to power March 1985
· Already aware that something must be done to address significant problems
· Glasnost (openness)
· Freedom of speech 
· Create accountability amongst the leadership of the party
· Meant to allow for criticism by society of its leadership 
· Debate of policy
· Perestroika (restructuring)
· 1987
· policy of restructuring the centrally planned soviet economy 
· reintroduced some  limited private ownership (illegal since 1929) 
· caused a fundamental shift in the way the USSR was run 
· meant a criticism of the system; the media began to actually report on injustices/ problems 
· private ownership begins to catch on; people want to start buying products
· Billy Joel and Pepsi were very popular as American ads aimed at Soviets increased in frequency 
· By the mid 1980s Reagan begins to open up to the Soviets after realizing Gorbachev’s reforms; leads to a scaling back of military spending
· US was suffering economically at the same time
· 1986-91 US and USSR engage in a number of bilateral talks
· reduction of nuclear weapons
· July 1991, signing of the strategic arms reduction treaty (START) signed by Bush Sr. and Gorbachev which signals the end of the arms race
· June 1988, Soviet system replaced with the partly elected Democratic Parliament
· Political experiment; comes too late 
· Economic situation continues to worsen
· Summer 1989 frequent strikes/ protests
· Baltic Republics of Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia etc wish to become independent nations
· Deploys soviet troops
· Gorbachev accepts the disintegration of the Warsaw pact but not the disintegration of the Soviet Union
· May 1990, Boris Yeltsin (Russian pres. 1991-99) runs democratic election
· Seeks open participation of Russians
· Increased democratization, liberalization, and the disbandment of the communist party in Russia
· Calling for the end of communism in Russia
· Gorbachev views Yeltsin as a threat to the soviet union 
· August 1991, group of hardliners in the military wish to stage coup in Russia; to reestablish communist control of the Russian republic
· Coup fails because Yeltsin doesn’t back down
· Russia’s course away from the Soviet Union is formalized 
· December 21 1991, 12 new nations of the disbanded USSR form together to establish the commonwealth of independent states
· Is still in existence as a trading bloc
· Baltic states choose not to enter the bloc 
· December 25, 1991 Gorbachev officially resigns 
· 1) Concern of what to do with former Soviet Union’s nuclear arsenal spread across many new states
· 2) Very little political stability in the new states because there was little to no democratic history 
· 3) Economic inexperience; didn’t know how to structure economies in a free market system 
· Conclusions
· Still is debate over what caused the collapse of the USSR
· 1) Economic problems
· 2) Crisis of confidence of the people; in the goal of communism
· 3) Blunder of Afghanistan 
· 4) Pressure and escalation from the US (Reagan) 
· 5) Factors prior to the 1917 revolution:
· a) lack of democratic traditions
· b) lack of land reform
· c) lack of concern for human dignity/ life
· d) problem in terms of the accelerated attempt to create industry 
· Final Exam Review
· Exam will consist of two parts (total 30pts)
· Section A: Define, describe, contextualize, and explain the significance of two terms from the following list (10 pts) 
· Each answer should do all of the above
· 1 page double spaced approx.. 
· Section B: Answer two questions from a list of five questions (20pts) 
· Essay format 
· Section A: Possible terms – 
· Section B: Possible Essay Questions – 
· 1) Three causes that contributed to the arrival of the First World War
· nationalism
· Arch Dule Ferdinand assassinated because of nationalist movement that chooses him as a target etc..
· Geopolitics/ imperialism
· Naval rivalry that builds out of imperialism connected with national prestige
· Alliance system
· 
· 2) Three of the shortcomings of the Russian Imperial period and their contribution to the way the 1917 Russian Revolution unfolded
· superficial modernization that did not allow Russia to fight in WWI
· results in the various 5 Year plans that try to develop the Soviet Union industrially
· Russo-Japanese War – 1905 revolution: 
· Development of quasi-democratic institutions 
· 3) General contours and tenets of Fascism; also, explain its appeal and success ; make mention of the manner in which it arose in any one European country
· First
· Ultra-nationalism
· Militarism 
· Mussolini’s opposition against weak institutions
· Censorship 
· Second
· Propaganda
· Concentration of power; “strength through unity”; nation undivided
· Ex-military/ paramilitaries  veterans; provided them with assurance that their work would not be forgotten
· Appealed to industrialists
· Industry was privileged because it provided the requirements of a strong state/ military
· Imperial nexus
· Third
· 4) Describe the events in one key Nazi victory before the commencement of armed conflict, keeping an eye on how the Western powers could have chosen a different course of action. 
· Rhineland 
· Munich conference
· Remilitarization
· Rearmament 
· Tsar plebiscite
· Anschluss 
· Removal from the League of Nations
· Alliance with Italy etc
· British Appeasement/ French line/ Germany’s turn towards Russia
· 5) Lost of Europe’s moral compass during the 1930s 40s; explain the statement and whether or not you agree.
· Holocaust 
· General climate of anti-Semitism 
· Stalin’s purges/ collectivization 
· Wartime atrocities 
· Colony holdings 
· The disregard of prior agreements and treaties 
· 6) Holocaust: functionalists or intentionalist course; describes the contours of this debate and explain which you feel to be the correct interpretation and why
· functionalist: was happenstance 
· intentionalist: there were signs all along that the extermination of jews was coming
· 7) European Unity: three main reasons for unity/ explain the most convincing argument
· 1) to fight communism, Cold War strategy
· 2) a means of advancing the national agenda 
· 3) create prosperity/ peace across Europe
· 8) Main factors for the collapse of the Soviet Union describe the collapse of Communism in the Soviet Union
· 9) b/w 1980s and 2004 European integration experienced a tremendous acceleration and intensification 3 reasons
· [bookmark: _GoBack]10) 20th century pointing to the ascendency or decline of the nation-state
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