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-The Rise of Fascism 

· 1) Intro
· towards the end of the 19th century, mass politics is moving left towards socialism in reaction to the maladies of the industrial revolution in respect to workers
· by the 1920/30s the mid-lower classes move right because of a political failure of the left—a splintering into sub groups
· 1920/30s nationalism has succeeded—left does not privilege nationalist movement; was incongruent with socialism 
· one of the main appeals of fascism as it seeks to replace liberal nationalism with a more “real” nationalism; fascists believed they had true nationalism which spoke to the people—a national collective
· 2) Fascism in Italy
· Benito Mussolini (1922-1943) “Il Duce” 
· Father of modern European fascism
· 1912 named editor of the socialist newspaper “Avanti!” 
· was a syndicalist not a Marxist
· Syndicalist movement sought to dissolve the state and replace it with a workers association in a free community where people exchanged goods and services
· Very individualistic
· Very anti-authoritarian 
· voted to city council of Milan 
· Served in WW1
· Hoped victory would lead to workers union^
· Sought to reclaim territory
· After the war, returns to world politics
· Fascist movement starts 1919, March 31
· Very small amount of supporters 
· Fundamental tenets of the movement:
· Extreme nationalism
· Social radicalism
· A desire to destroy “flabby” (liberal) pre-war institutions
· Was officially irredentist—aimed to reclaim land from Austria/ Slovenia 
· Creation of a new constituent assembly 
· Abolition of the Italian senat 
· Tax on capital gains
· 8 hour work day
· Worker’s part control of factories
· Confiscation of church property
· Redistribution of land to peasants
· Support for veteran’s rights
· In its early stages, was unclear whether fascism lied to the right or left of the political spectrum 
· 1919, first electoral campaign—failure to win votes because of an ill-defined platform/ confusion about the aim of the party etc
· starts incorporating the Squadristi “Blackshirts” 
· paramilitary organization
· former army officers/ members
· disenfranchised intellectuals
· small land owners who opposed worker’s unions
· begin with a number of nationalist acts 
· attack Slovenian national offices 
· Large factory and farm owners call in Squadristi to attack socialist workers
· Squadristi relish attacking workers; represents a right-shift in the Fascist movement; the early syndicalist members leave the party and the party becomes associated with conservative nationalist politics
· End of 1922, more than 300,000 party members
· Prior political instability mainly caused by the Blackshirts
· Economic instability
· June 1921, centrist government falls
· Summer of 1922, economically, politically, and socially the situation worsens
· Mussolini is directed by the Blackshirts to start a coup
· 1922: “The March on Rome” 
· October; myth is that “fascists came together across Italy and take control”
· October 30, 1922 – fascists are trickling towards Rome; King of Italy invites Mussolini to take power
· King had run out of options and hoped that Mussolini would cultivate a more common cause
· 1925 – the fascist are the predominant voice, but are only a part of the voice
· first 1922 cabinet: 10 non-fascists and 4 fascist
· 4 fascists had very important roles
· Mussolini was the PM, Foreign Minister, and Minister of the Interior 
· The other 3 controlled Justice/ Deliberated Territories/ and Finance
· Jan 23, 1925 
· Mussolini orders squadristi to oppress liberal and socialist movements
· 1926 all other political parties are dissolved
· 3) Fascism in Germany: National Socialism
· a) Contexts
· Early post-war period a number of movements:
· Orthodox socialist
· Spartacus 
· Para-militarist
· Right-wing parties (German Worker’s Party) 
· Drexler founded the German Worker’s Party
· Tried to unite veterans and working men (small enterprise owners) 
· Economically radical etc
· 1919 Hitler was working in army intelligence as a corporal; ordered to observe and monitor the German Worker’s Party; attended some meetings, liked what he saw, and decided to join the party
· Bavaria and Munich were flirting with the idea of establishing a communist regime—leftist inclinations begin to move right and with it the loss of the support for the Weimer Republic
· Stab in the back—senior army officers believed that the republic had abandoned them before the end of WW1
· Cartels/ Heavy industry
· Weimer Republic was working against the army in signing the Treaty of Versailles 
· Too many unemployed veterans; veterans radicalized by frontline experience 
· Veterans join the Freikorps 1919-20 paramilitaries
· Freikorps, suppressed the left and destabilized the Weimer republic
· March 1920 a coup attempt “Kapp push”
· Army sympathizes with this goal and allows the Freikorps to seize control
· Held government by a few days; but lack of sufficient cohesion etc, the movement doesn’t last
· b) Adolf Hitler and the NSDAP program
· Hitler was Austrian-born 1889
· Spent his youth as a social outcast 
· Moves to Vienna in 1905 to become an artist; failed 
· Learns of socialism and rejects it
· 1914 volunteers for the Bavarian (German) army in WWI
· 4 years as a runner
· develops strong German nationalist sentiment 
· joining the army was a source of employment 
· leaves after observing the German Worker’s Party
· April 1920 – joins party fulltime 
· Renames it the National Socialist Worker’s Party
· Able to attract Freikorps to the party
· Encorporates them into the party structure
· 1921 creates the Sturmabteilung (SA) –Brownshirts 
· clashed with socialists etc
· by 1934 the SA grows to approx. 3 million 
· Night of the Long Knives; purging of the leadership structure of the SA to ease internal tensions and to rid party of socialist sentiments
· Small craftsmen, veterans and members of the military (senior as well), and ultra-nationalists supported Hitler
· Movement was very important to nationalists who live in border regions who feared that they’d lose connection 
· Groups supported Hitler because of strong nationalist sentiments; because of initial socialist ideals
· 25 Point Program of the NSDAP 
· a platform which expressed any and all of the grievances of the lower classes
· was not rigid; was populist and opportunist
· c) The Rise to Power
· i. the 1923 Beer Hall Putsch
· Germany was facing a number of crises (inflation etc)
· Hitler has the support of General Ludendorff
· 8 November, 1923 – Hitler starts kidnapping Bavarian officials and threatens them if they do not pledge allegiance to a national socialist revolution
· Hitler attempts to capture other offices; fails
· Movement falls to pieces and Hitler is imprisoned; writes Mein Kempf during time in prison  
· ii. The Depression arrives(1929-30)
· changes the political climate in Germany and around the world
· Nazi claims of Jewish control business interest finds traction among German people 
· September 1930, Nazi party wins 107 seats in the Parliament—becomes one of the largest parties in Germany
· Smaller right wing parties that once cooperated with Weimer socialists switch aims to the Nazis
· July/Nov 1932 – two more elections with neither parties able to form a government
· Hindenberg became president but sees no movement
· Hitler is invited to become the chancellor by the president (Nazis were the second largest party)
· Catholic party decides to enter in a coalition with Hitler
· 1933, Nazis had 40% of the popular vote
· right and centered parties did everything to avoid a further push towards Marxism/ socialism
· Hitler plays up fears of the left; 27-28 February 1933; the Reichstag Fire; Dutch communist Marinus van der Lubbe
· Hitler suspends civil rights (assembly and free speech) the day after (28)
· March 5 1933 Hitler casts vote and wins close to a majority (44%) 
· March 23 1933 the Enabling Act is passed which allows Hitler to pass laws on his own authority for the next four years
· July 14 1933 – Nazi party declared to only legal party in Germany
· August 1934 president Hindenburg dies; Hitler assumes position of Chancellor and President 
· Popularity increased because Nazi remedies for the Great Depression 
· 4) Fascism in Spain:
· Context: the Popular Front
· Attempt to counter the rise of fascism 
· An alliance of Marxist and democrats versus a common fascist enemy
· Began because:
· A) a fear of fascism amongst Marxists and democrats
· B) a belief that the best anti-fascist strategy was to create a broad front that could compete against fascism—became difficult to maintain solidarity within the group because it was pulled into different directions 
· Middle class people feared that support of the popular front would bring forth a Marxist takeover 
· Sometimes caused more ambivalence/ passive support of fascism 
· 1928 Stalin was saying Marxist do not negotiate with reform socialists/ democrats/ By 1934 Stalin changes his mind; decides to work with centrist parties to combat fascism 
· USSR joins the league of nations
· Mutual security treaties with Germany and Czechoslovakia
· Strong sense of Nobility and Church power in Spain
· Country was largely dominated by agriculture; in the north, small plots of land—in the south, 2% of the population owns 66.5% of the land
· Series of municipal elections across Spain in 1931 – republican politicians win many elections; the King steps down
· b/w 1931-1933 the new republican is weakened and threatened by popular movements and conservative forces; Republic had challenged the Church’s dominance in political affairs etc (legalized divorce, closed catholic schools etc)/ attempted to marginalize the army/ 
· series of agrarian uprisings; farmers in the south rose up to take landowner’s properties, which the state allowed to happen
· conservative forces wished to repeal the republic’s policies
· power shifts right after conservative presence in next election—attempt to repeal policies; 
· many strikes take place; 1934 miner’s strike is brutally suppressed by General Franco
· leftist Spaniards vote and create a strong coalition uprising
· anarchists
· syndicalist 
· communists
· socialists
· democrats

· The Spanish Civil War
· Spanish military rise up to suppress leftist coalition
· Starts Spanish civil war with aid of Mussolini
· Claims over 500,000 lives
· 1936-37
· both sides receive support from abroad;
· Franco uses Italian transport planes; 100,000 italian troops
· November 1936, the Germans send 6000 soldiers along with air units and tanks—was important because the Spanish navy and airforces had opted to support the republic
· On the popular front, many volunteers came to fight for the republic (George Orwell); military supplies from the Soviet Union
· Franco is supported by the upper middle class
· Spain and Italy never develop the same level of anti-Semitism as is seen in Germany
· 1937/38 the Bombing of Guernica (1937) – German pilots and planes used this chance to practice Blitzkrieg tactics – choose a market day and kill several hundred civilians
· Democrats see Franco is winning the war and recognize him as the leader before the official end of the war
· Franco wins, and the popular front dies
· 5) Conclusion: Why Fascism? 
· 1) Appealed to those who viewed the predominant liberal system as a failed system; was a fear that the system could go communist or towards a new nationalism 
· 2) Provided psychological gratification; the modern state undermined the traditional understanding of belonging and of self; people craved togetherness that was not found in the liberal state of the time; the fascist state provided the sense of a new identity/ “real belonging”—reinvigorated the nationalism of the 19th centuy
· 3) Some values of the fascist regime resonated with many people: a) the scapegoating of the jewish people/ vilify the unwanted; b) served a purpose to everyone—to industrialists/ appealed to a sense of nationalism/ provided socialist answers/ gave politicians the opportunity to lead
· [bookmark: _GoBack]4) Fascism was a political philosophy that borrowed from the past but modernized them; it was not retrograde per se 






