Star Trek – Prime Directive

“You have no right to interfere with another culture.”

Development – Technology

Moral development

Ethical Relativism goes even further that the prime directive

There is no universal standard for morals.

Decider is often the conqueror.

Might is right.

Kant wants there to be definite sense of right or wrong.

There is feeling that there should be a universal right or wrong.

We agree to disagree. Not ethical relativism.

You cannot judge other cultures.

Take it to its limit, ethical relativism fails on pragmatic grounds.

William Sumner – Anthropologist
Morals is a development of how a particular culture choose to function.

Philosopher have forgotten where philosophy comes from.

There are no objective standards for what is right and wrong.

It is my culture.

There’s judging another culture (morals), and then there is the question of action.

Universal Standard. Should we impose on others?

Sumners – Folkways

Very tolerant.

Exploitation? Slavery?
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Caste – Portuguese (Class)

Varna – Varnish

Spatial difference.

Moral relativism is also saying there is no universal standard across time.

There is no such thing as moral progress

Change does not necessarily means progress.

Ancient Greek were pedophiles.

Slavery, Women as second class.

William Shaw – Relativism and Objectivity in Ethics

Kantian argument for reason

3 traditional attempts to establish a universal standard for morals.

1. Naturalism – Pain/pleasure model

Bentham

The problem is the is/ought fallacy.

It is not clear that values are derived from facts.

2. Intuitionism – we just simply know right from wrong.

People’s intuitions vary.

3. Emotivism =ethics are based on our feelings. Pure emotions. There is no judgment in emotions. You cannot judge another culture because judgment is  not a part of emotivism.

4. Reason. All people can come to a rational compromise. Moral comes out of interactions. Universal standard is possible using reason.

Moral Relativism is not a moral theory itself  it is a dilemma that affects all moral theories.

Consequentialism

Virtue Ethics

Kant

Ronald Dworkin

If we don’t judge other cultures it means we don’t really believe in our own moral values.

To say all cultures have their own moral and we are never to judge them, is itself a universal rule.

Paradox is that to say you are against universal moral rules is to make a universal statement about morals.

Moral Relativism is itself a universal standard.

