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Egoism-selfishness self-interest

Two main argument: this is the way we are and what we should do

Ayn rand 

Thomas hobbes

English 17 th psychological egoism (naturally selfish) that is the way we are

We are ethics –shouldness and choice

Normative

]metaethic

Is /ought fallacy

This is the way things are so thisis the way things should be .

David hume facts do not necessarily imply values

Psychological altruism

Naturally benevolent

Business disasters-selfshness

Ethics egoism 

No matter what our psychological culture is . we should seek our self-interest

Egoism- self-interest Selfishness

Myth of Gyges

Classic story about human nature

If people could make themselves invisible (even to the gods), then morality would not exist.

Unless there was punishment, people would do whatever they want.

Ultimately we are selfish.

Ayn Rand – novels, 20th
Russian/American

Hobbes – 17th English

Naturally guided by our self-interest.  说了和selfish的不同
Psychological Egoism

That is an amoral theory.

Immoral= bad

Amoral= ethics is not involved.

Choice, Normative

Psychological Egoism is non-normative

Psychologically Altruism

AE is also non-normative

Dead End

Ethical Egoism=Ayn Rand    Shouldness

Normative Choose to act out of your self-interest

Plato – Myth Gyges

4th BC Greek, Dialogues, Plays

Hero is always Socrates.

The Republic 理想国
Glaucon and Thracymachus

Socrates

1) Give two invisible rings to a good man and a bad man, and they will eventually both turn bad.

2) It is better to be an evil person who everyone think is good, than a good man that everyone thinks is evil.

3) We all admire the successful bad person over(more than自己加的) the unsuccessful good man.

4) Loop Holes in religious law. Hellenism. If you perform certain rituals you will be cleansed. （cleans you soul by doing rituals going of pilgrimages）
5) Only frightened ignorant people choose the just life to be good
Socrates-function a society of ethical egoist would not function anarchy

We do not act out of a system of rewards and punishment

We have a natural empathy

Justices is necessary for the individual and the state to function. Peace of mind.

Our actions are not based on reward/punishment, they are based on an internal feeling. Empathy.

Psychological altruism
Empathy as a challenge to selfishness.

Empathy?

18th century, Scottish morality

Scotland lost its independence in 1709.

Church and state being the same thing (kirk).

Human motivation?

Mothers look after their children.

Brothers loos after each other in battle.

Empathy

Feeling, Emotions

David Hume 18th Scottish

The Third Man – 1949

Treating people like numbers.

David Hume: Empathy is controlled within the relations of space and time..

Emotional (Empathy) close
VS

Reason (it  is rational to care for all human beings)
Hannah arendt-20th century

1960 

The origins of totalitarianism: evil is banal平凡 

People not do evil because empathy

I just work there

Is selfishness the path to success? Is selfishness the same thing as self-interest
Richard dawkins the selfish gene

1 selfish

2 golden rule (do unto others as you would to be done to you)
3 tit –for –tat( do to others what they do to you) winner

Prisoners diliemma the game name

Treat people like numbers. We do that.

Business treating people as numbers.
Adam smith 18th scot

empathy

“moral sentiments” “wealth of nations”
Money is all that matters

You will do anything for money

Bystander effect
Asche experiment

Self-interest, guided by our emotional nature.

Selfishness misses on other important aspects of human beings.

Courage= self-sacrifice

Selfishness= cowardice

James Rachels

Joseph Butler 18th English
Self –interest is not selfishness

No contradiction between seeking your own self-interest and that of the group

We do things out a feeling of obligation, keep promises.

You help only feel good.

Why would deriving satisfaction from doing good make you selfish?

Not just seeking pleasure.

Seeking pleasure and seeking your self-interest are not the same thing.

Smoking.

Ethical Egoism. There is no logical argument to convince them otherwise. Tell someone not to be a coward.

Selfishness –ethical egoism

Selfishness is very rare.

Isolate those people.

Selfishness leads to success.

Not true.

Sense of honor
Be a certain way character

Money is all that matters

Adam Smith “Wealth of Nations”

Everyone should seek their self-interest.

Best Friends with Hume, and adopted much of Hume’s moral theory.

Smith wrote two books, “Theory of moral sentiments”

Richard Dawkins, 1970s

Selfish Gene

Prisoner’s Dilemma
1) Golden Rule: Do unto Others as You would have them do unto you.

2) Tit for tat: Do to others what they do to you.

3) Selfish – look out for number one. Robert Axelord

Ethics Consequences VS Rights

Actions

Character 

Not what should I do, but what sort of person should I be?

Virtue Ethics

Plato/Socrates

4 Chief Virtues:

1) Wisdom

2) Justice

3) Fortitude (Moral Courage)

4) Temperance (Moderation, Self-Control)

Person and the State

Young Emperor = Aristotle’s virtues

Happiness Eudomonia

Human Flourishing

Good people

Morals cannot be taught.

Intellectual skills can be taught.

Morals are learnt from life experience. It’s like learning to play the piano.

Being a good person takes practice.

Virtues = Courage

All virtues lie between two extremes.

Foolishness----Courage---Cowardice

Golden Mean

Honesty

Benevolence

If you want to be courageous do courageous things.

Robert Loudon

Criticism of VE

Don’t actually tell you what to do.

It’s only looks in the long term.

Actions from the person.

Some types of actions are evil-in-themselves.

How can we tell whether a person is virtuous unless by judging their actions?

Style over substance problem. It is more important to be a virtuous person than to perform virtuous acts.

Relativism problem. There is no universal standard for what is virtuous.

What is exactly is a good person?

Modern psychology

Forces upon us that make us act in ways that we don’t expect.

Bystander Effect 旁观者效应
Act by authority

Milgram Experiment  米爾格倫實驗
這個實驗的目的，是為了測試受測者，在面對權威者下達違背良心的命令時，人性所能發揮的拒絕力量到底有多少。
Advertising

Divided up into two sub-categories

Care ethics – Feministic Ethics

Narrative Ethics – We all have our story

Virtue for yourself and for others. You want to foster virtue in others as well as yourself. Human Flourishing.

