The Principles of Sociological Research
Three modes of theorizing
· Common sense: widespread among people; solution would be research to critically evaluate what we hear, read and see
· Don’t pursue knowledge in a random fashion but in a ordered fashion called the scientific method
· False obviousness
· Prejudice/stereotypes
the scientific method
1. Select and formulate a research question
2. Review literature
3. Select an appropriate research deisgn
4. Collect data
5. Analyze the data, draw conclusions, and report the findings
stimulating  curiosity
· Not a simple faculty of the mind, it is active
· Something we have to cultivate
· How? 
· Cultivating oneself: Watch the news, read books, newspaper, watch documentaries 
· Travelling; when we come upon a culture whose values differ from our own, you learn more about your values
· Social marginality: the more acute someone social marginality, the more the person is keen on their surrounding and social patterns (outside looking in i.e minorities, gay, women, old, diasable etc.)
· Social change/ social crisis: i.e great depression of the 1930’s
Critical outlook
· To criticize, from the greek krino (to separate, to distinguish), to sort things out
· Also means to cultivate doubt, to put into question 
· Canadian international development agency (CIDA)
· Supports sustainable development and support developing countries 
· Build schools, bridges etc. 
· Were not critical enough about their project, i.e never asked women if they wanted running water, did not look into the gender relations in the village, roles and did not look into what they thought was progress 

