Perspectives on the Production of Culture

The Frankfurt School Philosophy
-1940s Germany
-Autonomous ( independent) 
-Conscience of society
· they felt they saw things that masses could not see
-Criticized the establishment
-Questioned dominant ideology
-Ruling class
-Most accepted ideas
-How ruling parties maintain their power
· eg. western culture is dominated by capitalism which is ideal social construction for them ( doesn't work for everybody but most accepted idea for them)

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer
-Frankfurt School scholars
-Ultimate goal to inform the masses of mass deception
-Known for "Mass Society Theory"
Mass Society Theory
1) Media are a negative force
2) Mass media are all powerful
· Directly influence attitudes and behaviors
3) Individuals are vulnerable to the power of mass media
· because they live their lives unaware of how established systems of power work to manipulate them

4) Consolidation of power
· the changes that media bring about in society will continue to consolidate power into the hands of few
5) Decline of cultural standards
· mass media and pop culture products bring about the decline of cultural standards
· they promote what is trivial and uncivilized behavior

"The culture industry: Enlightenment as mass deception" ( Adorno and Horkheimer 1947,1972)
-Criticism of mass culture
-Movies and film
· criticized that mass media lacked any sense of true creativity and diversity of ideas
· were produced purely to make profit
-Standardization ('dumbing down')
· argued that standardization is worst process known to civilization
· responsible for dumbing down content in media in order to make profit
What is the Culture Industry?
-profit-making
-catering to the lowest common denominator 
· demographic that included the everyday person( little education, not a lot of money)
Creation of consumers
-Eg. 2013 Super Bowl commercial cost
-brainwashes consumers into thinking what they consume defines their individuality 
Style
-Popular styles are false and hollow
· lead us into thinking it's a necessity therefore consume
-High art is real art
· People who have access to limited forms of art is higher up

Entertainment and Conformity

-Obsession leads to cultural industry brainwashing 

Flaws with Culture Industry Thesis

- Value judgment on popular culture
- Elitist
· assumes only the elites know the difference between mass culture and true art
- No agency 
· assumes we are cultural dupes ( no ability to think critically)

Changes in the Film Industry
Five Eras of Hollywood Filmmaking
1) Early Cinema ( 1895-1920s)
-Experimental
· works of international film makers
- Big studio players : Paramount, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), Fox, Warner Bros., and Radio-Keith-Orpheum(RKO)
· owned all aspects of distribution, cast, etc.
2) Hollywood Renaissance( 1965-1975)
- Director-driven films
4) Blockbuster( 1975-...)
-Wider range of demographics
· audience becomes more important
- The film that changed everything... JAWS
Jaws changed two things--
1) Marketing and advertising of films
· first film that advertised in television and movie theatres
2) Wide release
- The 'toyetic' 
· novelty merchandising 

1) culture always builds on the past
-Girl talk is a remixer
- Big companies put copyright on songs and require permission to use and pay royalties
-classic songs have been bought by big companies 
-copyright was originally created to encourage new work

the past always tries of control the future
our future is becomming less
