Sociological Theories of Crime
Part 2: Radical Criminologies and Feminist Criminologies
November 19th, 2012

Origins of Radical Criminology
· Conflict theory – societies are characterized by conflict
· Emerges when different groups within a society compete to have their interests represented by law
· Willem Bonger
· Compared pre-capitalist and capitalist societies
· Altruism vs. egoism

Early Radical Criminology
· Instrumental Marxism
· Criminal justice system is an instrument of the bourgeoisie, used to maintain control over the proletariat 
· In order to change this, society would need to shift to a new mode of production (democratic socialist)
· The law itself is a tool to maintain their higher-class position and supress the lower class.
· Crime is used to defect attention from what the ruling class is doing. 

Structural Criminology 
· Structural Marxism
· Inherent contradictions of capitalism produce problems; law is an attempt to solve those problems
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Disparity between written law and law in action
· Influence of social class

Recent Developments
· Left Realism
· Critical of other radical criminologists (“left idealists”)
· Emphasize the importance of accountability and participation in the development of policy for crime control
· Peacemaking Criminology
· Punitive social control measures perpetuate violence
· Argue for change in social structure – equal distribution of power and resources
· Alternative dispute resolution (moving away from the adversarial system)
· Restorative justice policies
· Postmodern Criminology
· Rejects objectivity and the scientific method
· Social construction – universal truths do not exist
· Goal is to deconstruct the meanings and processes we assign to crime




Feminist Criminologies
· Key terms
· Gender – social attitudes/expectations about men and women (not biological differences)
· Patriarchy – system in which masculinity is favoured, men are dominant
· Sexism – favouring of one gender 
· Feminism – collection of theories explaining gender in terms of social construction and calling for action to eliminate sexism
· Liberal feminism and criminology
· Liberal feminism – interested in securing equal legal rights for men and women
· Abolishing laws that discriminate by gender, enacting laws that prohibit gender discrimination 
· Revise gender socialization to promote similarity
· Power-Control theory
· Attempts to explain gender differences in crime
· Posits that differential crime rates stem from different socialization
· Radical Feminist Criminology
· Radical feminism – gender inequality represents the most fundamental form of oppression
· Subordination of women is achieved through control of their sexuality
· Focuses less on women as offenders and more on women as victims, and how they are treated by the legal system
· Socialist Feminist Criminology
· Critical of radical feminism’s focus on sexism over class inequality
· Argues that class inequality and gender inequality operate simultaneously to affect women both as offenders and as victims of crime
· Also challenges the victim/offender dichotomy

Summary
· Radical criminologies are theories that advocate significant change in societal structure in order to lower or eliminate the incidence of crime
· Feminist criminologies are schools of thought that share the assumption that gender is socially constructed, but offer different strategies for eliciting social change 
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