The Elements of Reasoning: Chapter 2 notes
1. Showing the structure of arguments
A. Simple arguments: Standard Form:
· Simple arguments: arguments with only one inference. 
B. Complex arguments: Standard Form:
· Complex arguments: arguments with more than one inference
· To exhibit the structure of this complex argument in standard form: 1. Arrange the claims so the premises come before the conclusion they support. Do this for both the intermediate conclusions and the final one. 2. Number the premises and conclusion in the revised order. 3. After each conclusion, write the number of the premise (or premises) that supports it.
2. Strategies of analysis:
A. Indicators and context
· Indentify inference indicators: Go through the passage being analyzed and pick out the words indicating premises and conclusions.
· Consider the larger context: The passage containing an argument is clear enough that we can see that is meant.
B. Dealing with claims
· Identify each claim in a passage: each claim in a passage should be identified (putting them in brackets is helpful). Any claim could turn out to be a premise or a conclusion. 
· Reformulate claims when necessary: to clarify sentence sometimes we must reformulate sentences to clarify them. 
· Discard elements that do not belong to an argument: “dear Abby” and so on look at first as if they should be parts of some argument, they are not. These things serve as neither premise nor conclusions.
C. Structures
· Identify the main argument: every argument has exactly one final conclusion. This conclusion and the premises that directly support it can be called the main argument. 
· Identify any sub-argument: the premises of the main argument may themselves be supported by other premises. An intermediate conclusion together with its supporting premises constitutes a sub-argument.
· Identify any replies to objections: sub-arguments that counter objections to central argument often play an important role in supporting a conclusion. 
3. Two Special Problems
A. Arguments and explanations
· Arguments and explanations differ in important ways. Explaining why she murdered her children is not the same as arguing that she murdered her children.
B. Conditionals (“if…then…”), Disjunctives (Either…or…”) and “unless”
· Conditional sentences only make one claim. (Sentences of the form “if…”then…”)
· Disjunctive sentence presents alternative in some version of “either…or…” form. Like conditionals, disjunctives sentences contain other sentences as components, so they too may appear to be making more than one claim. Its only claim is that one or the other of theses events will occur. 
