SOCI 2005 B – January 23, 2013

Max Weber

Bio:
-Tension between his parents shaped a lot of Weber’s writing. 
-His wife was also a sociologist and probably co-work a lot of his work. 
-State of mania/depression for 5 years. When he came out of it we went through an existential transformation
-The thing that triggers his plunge into depression: his mother wanted to visit him and his wife. His father did not want her to visit him and his wife. Weber stood up to his father. Two weeks later his father died. This argument between him and his father stayed with him. 

Intellectual Influences and Core Ideas
Interpretive understanding; we need to listen well to what people are saying about their orientation of the world and why it mattered to them. We need to put ourselves in their place to understand them. 

-We need to think through and understand the social meaning that people assign to their social world. 
-There are 4 types of social action, they are never fully distinguishable and can never really be teased apart

Of Nietzsche
For Weber there are two main things that you need to understand; Nietzsche and Marx. 

Nietzsche: 19th century philosopher. 
-A shift and how that shift changed people’s lives. Origin of an orientation that says our activity and our life defines us. What we are becomes meaning seeking beings. Argued human meaning is made and not given. 
E.g., If I have a stapler, it’s purpose is to staple, it was made to do something. Humans are not staplers; our purpose is not defined or predetermined. If we become something, like a Doctor, it’s because we made ourselves a Doctor. 

Of Marx
Weber is responding to a particular strand of understanding Marx. He is writing against Marx. 
-Where Marx says the material condition of the world is what gives human lives structure. Weber says human life is not based on a predictable path. 
-For Weber, Capitalism is not the problem, he’s in favour of it.
- He is worried about the tendencies in the world that destroy our creative capacity and make our world more beautiful. 


The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
-Ethics: the way that one does things. 
-Rationalization: the four social actions, we shape our social actin using principals of calculability. We can calculate, we can predict. We aim toward efficiency. Efficiency and not what is prettiest for example. 
-Maximum control: try to predict things as much as we can. 

Martin Luther
-Martin Luther protested Catholicism. 
-Said that we should be devoted to the love of god and it should be manifest. 
	-Putting money in a donation basket will not ensure you a place in heaven, it is through our actions that we demonstrate our love for God and this is what ensures us a place in heaven. 

The Calling
-Martin Luther had the idea of the Calling. 
-You are given a life task. Something you are called to do. 
-You’re job on this earth is to find that task and pursue it. 
-Part of it is to do it earnestly, as best as you can. 
-This puts you in alignment with God’s purpose for you. 
-Your worldly activities express you spiritual calling. 

Watched video: Mark who made canoes with a passion. 

John Calvin and Richard Baxter
-The way that you know you are fulfilling your life’s calling is how successful you are in your life.
-Success and doing well are a marker of divine grace but only in manifest of hard work. 

Movie Clip from the movie Office Space
-Being successful and having a prosperous life is not always guaranteed with hard work. 

Key point: saving and investing your wealth is key in capitalism and why capitalism takes off. 
-Making money so that you can make more money. 
-People feel it is wrong to be lazy. 
-They feel a need to be working and busy all the time. 
-Be humble, spend less to save more. 

The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
Wealth becomes it’s own affect. We want money because it’s something that we are supposed to want.   

Quote p. 178
-In this moment before it is good and acceptable to manifest wealth, these activities

Iron Cage
-p.180 of textbook
-The calling is to make money so that we can make even more money. 
-It is not about looking for what we are good at or what we like. 
-Being limited to only having interest in making money. 
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