SOCI 2005 B – January 16, 2013

Women and Economics – A Study of the Economic Relation Between Men and Women as a Factor in Social Evolution (1898) Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Last class we asked how is The Yellow Wallpaper a sociological story, in this class we are asking what she is aiming to do in her fiction stories.

She is a racist eugenic, meaning that she feels certain people have more right to live than others and that the rest should be eliminated. This reading reflects that eugenic point of view. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
-There are various things that are wrong (Gilman calls evils) and working against nature, but they can be corrected. 
-She will claim that women are constituted as women based on their economic dependence on men.
-Why being “over-sexed” is a bad thing; being more feminine, long hair, wearing girly clothing, wearing high heels etc. as a bad thing. 
-Some things that seem to be natural, like women being soft spoken and interested in holding babies are actually shaped by the social world. 
-We are unique from animals because we are shaped by our social world

First claim: traditional division of labour renders women economically (in every way) dependent. This relation of dependence strips women of freedom. We only have a status in the world through the person who holds it. Meaning that a woman only has status at all if the man she is with has status.
-Her labour only makes sense in the social world in connection to a man. Her labour is worth anything at all only if she is connected to a man and his labour.  

Family wage: a single person in the family makes enough to support the whole family. A woman lives in her parents house until she marries, she goes form being dependent on her parents to being dependent on her husband.
When Gilman says “sex relation” in the text she is referring to what we now know as gender. 

P. 255 quote is essentially saying: If society wants you to learn to walk in high heels so that you can be supported then that is what you’ll do. 

P.246 quote is saying: She is saying that women, like a domesticated horse is completely at the will of their master (or husband, or father). She eats what he provides and can only do what he allows.

As long as what you get is a product of your own work, you are economically dependent. If you cannot control what you take in, you are dependent. 
The norm of the social world is men work for money and women marry men. (Norm = the thing you should aim for).

P. 247 quote: If marriage is an economic partnership and you are being compensated for being married, doing a lot of work would result in more money and a higher status. Women with more children and who do more would be rich. But this does not happen, there are women with lots of money who do nothing or very little and women who work very hard and have nothing. 

Her claim is that all of the things that we could get end up coming to us through marriage. 
-There is an economic bump that women get through being more feminine that men do not get for being more attractive or masculine. 
-Women need to look and act a certain way 
-This is a problem because women under develop themselves by not cultivating themselves, and this causes all of humanity to be underdeveloped 
-What it is to become a woman socially is to be slightly less than human. A woman is only a woman when she is filling in the social role, otherwise she a regular human in the same category as men. 
-She takes a Marxist view that to be human is to be able to freely choose and do what you want to do. 
-To be a woman is to have what you can do be limited.

p.263 quote: What this means: the human race is every generation being set back from what we cold potentially be and that only men can advance the race. Every woman born is forced to be less than she could potentially be. Every person born has so much potential, and that women’s potential is held back because of the roles she is shaped to fill. 

p. 265 quote is saying: The analogy is saying: when you wear a corset and you have never worn one it will be uncomfortable. When someone who wears one everyday does not wear one, they feel weak and uncomfortable. 
These things, feminine things like make feel like expressions of freedom and when you remove the expressions of freedom they feel betrayed. That is why these social norms still exist and are difficult to change. 
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