SOCI 2005 B – January 9, 2013
Charlotte Perkins Gilman

What tools have we added to our toolbox? 
Review of what was covered before the Holidays

Martineau: 
-interested in the micro level interactions and what they tell us about the bigger social world, everyday social life. 
-She’s an abolitionist. 
-She was the person who translated Auguste Comte’s work. 
-Said we have to be careful about how we observe; we have to be objective and not allow our personal biases interfere with our observations or the conclusions that we are forming.  We must not spread incorrect/skewed information. When studying sociology, it takes a very long time to correct that type of misinformation. 

Marx: 
-interested in macro level interaction; big social relations and how they shape minute experiences of the world. Massive organizational relations. 
-Movement from feudalism to capitalism. 
-Pushed back against Hegel and said that material world shapes our being and NOT the other way around. We can change circumstances that are not of our own making. 
-Class relations produce alienated people. The way the world is set up separates us from our species being. The social world as it’s currently organized is not sustainable, the hope is to resist enough to break through that and change our social world. 
-Struggle against alienation and it’s causes. 
-Money and it’s exchange relation in our personal lives; How much are we worth? How much should we work?

Durkheim: 
-Looks at the function of what people do and NOT what people are doing; what does going to church do for people, not what people think it does. How does suicide happen? 
-He was the first person to teach sociology as a discipline. 
-How societies hang together and what makes society be a group. What makes us feel as a group? 
-He gave birth to the “social fact” which comes from outside of us yet feels intimate. 
-Organic and mechanical solidarity; what happens as societies become complex.
-The importance of having a scientific method. 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Bio:
-She’s a writer
-Childhood: her father left her mother, she grew up in poverty, and her sibling died
-Marriage; she had a baby immediately after getting married and got (what is now known as) post-partum depression and it influenced the production of The Yellow Wallpaper
-Divorced: went on a road trip with Katherine Stetson and her daughter. Katherine ended up marrying Gilman’s first husband years later
-Re-married; someone who believed in her writing, stayed with him for her most productive writing years

Gilman got well (from her depression) by leaving her husband and writing this story.  The author did not really experience the events of this story. 

Quote on slide 6 by Avery Gordon: 
-She wrote about hauntings in a sociological context
 -Takes fiction and reads it as a sociological text

The Yellow Wallpaper:
-Sickness is one of the main things being talked about in the text. Sickness is a sight for freedom and madness is a way of resisting. 
-The way we read the story is by going into madness with the author.
-Perkins Gilman had a hard time getting The Yellow Wallpaper published because the publishing company that usually publishes her work as well as other publishing companies found it to be too depressing.
-Back then bed rest was prescribed for depression (and many other things as a way to take a step back and self-reflect in order to “re-align” yourself); she wrote this story to send the doctor who prescribed her bed rest a message about how destructive that was. 
-It appears to be a story of a woman losing her mind but this is a sociological story; there is something with the way that society functions and treats women (with post-partum depression and just women in general).

“The Yellow Wallpaper” as a sociological story
What actually happens in the story; John chooses a room at the top of the house away from everything that has bars on the windows to be their room. 
-She gets obsessed with the wallpaper because it is all she has to look at, she feels trapped with it. It is the only thing she has to interact with.

-This did work as a sociological text then because people started refusing bed rest and doctors stopped prescribing it
-Now, it asks what is society’s ideal of womanhood

We receive it from the beginning to end as an act of defiance on the part of the narrator. She tried to be a good subject, but it ends up being a diary without any of the normal trackers like dates or times.

 She says she wants to be well but she is a writer and to have written this story she was defying doctors’ orders. Does she not want to be well?  The narrator is saying that she wants to get well, which would mean following doctors orders by being quiet and not writing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of the story, the narrator, Jane, disappears and becomes one of the women who are creeping behind the wall paper; Is this because she got well from rest or went crazy from defying the doctors’ orders. 
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