Political Science

POL1101 D

Prof. Stephanie Martens

The Diverse Fields of Political Science

· Domestic Politics: Canadian politics, American politics, French politics, etc

· Comparative Politics (developed and developing world, are studies)

· Political economy, also relations with other countries

· What do the terms mean? Qualifications? – developed, developing, etc.

· International Relations

· World politics, international organizations

· Political Theory / Philosophy

· Critical approaches (gender and politics, Aboriginal politics, cultural studies)

Empirical & Normative statements

· empirical – what is going on? 

· No opinions, no position, no solutions, simply facts

· normative – what should be done? 

· Opinions, solutions, ideas, etc.

· Must take stand on either empirical or normative arguments, can make your argument weaker or blurred if your focus shifts back and forth

· The two can be complimentary, however

· We usually think of both at the same time

· Ex. people might agree on causes (empirical) of the economic crisis, but not agree on the solutions (normative), or vice-versa

Empirical and Normative analysis

· Empirical

· Describes and explains a situation or a phenomenon – describes ‘what is’

· Usually answers questions such as: what has happened and why? What are the causes and effects of such or such?

· Methods: observation and generalization

· Normative

· Examines and reflects on how things should be; “how the community should be governed”, and what should be pursued through politics

· Answers questions such as:

· What should be done?

· What would be best here?

· More textual and intellectual methods

Authority:

The right to exercise power stemming from an ‘outside’ authority like the constitution, supernatural authority, and election or tradition

· when someone has authority to do something, that authority is coming from the outside

· you cant decide yourself that you have authority, you may even be considered crazy

· you have to have something that backs you up

· someone gives you the authority to do something, to have some power

· from the govt, some institution, etc

Legitimacy:

The acceptance by the governed of the right to rule by those in positions of authority whether or not it was established by law

· other side of authority – the two work together

· don’t confuse legitimacy with legality

· the feeling of the people governed – if they consider the ruler should have authority – people recognize their legitimacy

Authority and legitimacy are two poles of a social relationship:

Authority – obligation – legitimacy

· authority refers to the right of command, 

· obligation refers to the sense of duty,

· legitimacy refers to the belief in rightness of government

The state in Max Weber

“Politics as a vocation” (1918)

Sociological definition of the state:

The sate as the monopoly of legitimate violence

Three basic legitimations of domination:

· charismatic authority: Mahatma Gandhi

· traditional authority elders, monarchs

· legal-rational authority: constitutions

Defines the state by its “means” not its “ends”

Legitimacy and authority has a relationship –

To have authority, you must have legitimacy

The significance of legitimacy

a government that is not seen as legitimate will have to spend an extraordinary amount of time and resources to persuade or coerce its citizens to obey laws and to maintain order.


- Usually through violence – either physical or threat of physical

- Severe forms of manipulation, like symbolic violence

People would obey laws if they see the government as legitimate

People, generally speaking, will obey laws and live in such a way to keep social order

Legitimacy issues – last Afghan and Iranian elections, for example
· Iran – when Ahmadinejad re-elected, some protested, violent attacks on people to surprises uprising

· Afghanistan – govt can be seen as imposed by foreign powers – there might not have been as many demonstrations as in Iran, but there is still a huge legitimacy crisis

· Govt resorts to violence to maintain control

The coalition proposition in 2008 in Canada

· while legal in Canada,

· it is not favourable to the people

· people should be informed about what your party wants to do – forming a coalition after the election and not telling the people, is seen as a form of cheating (going too far)

Governments seen as imposed by foreign powers

Forms of Democracy I

· demos (people), cracy (rule, command of)

· therefore: rule of the people

· Direct democracy – citizens participating directly in political decisions and the administration of the community

· Athens in the 5th century BC

· Anyone could be picked for govt job, and before anything was done – citizens all met to discuss

· Very demanding – every citizen must always be informed – will be called upon to participate – must have knowledge and time (only about 10% people were citizens – no women, children, slaves, workers)

· Anarcho-syndicalism and 70s communes

· Self-organized citizens – very local, not very successful

· Group of people working together

· Representative Democracy – citizens vote for representatives on a regular basis who are then governing the community on their behalf

· Most contemporary democracies (like Canada)

*note – there is no strict line between the two, sometimes representative democracies use referenda and therefore the population participates (not common in Canada, but actually used often in Switzerland)

*citizen initiative – need certain number of signatures, and then can make a referendum (can do it in BC)

Forms of Democracy II

Liberal Democracy

· Singapore as an illiberal democracy

· Formally looks very democratic

· One party domination

· Not much opportunity for opposition

· Not much freedom of expression

· Fareed Zakaria in the 1997 ‘Foreign Affairs’ article

Plebiscitary Democracy

· Asks all people for opinion (and it is a vote)

· Very broad question

· Leader asks for public support

· Usually is a landslide

· Not great indication of democracy

· Easily manipulated

· Calls upon direct approval of people, public 

· Plebiscites in Napoleon’s Empire

· Referendums and citizen initiatives in Switzerland

Deliberative Democracy

· The ideal of deliberation / public debate

· Citizens panels / juries (like in B.C)

Zakaria – ‘The Rise of Illiberal Democracy’:

· democracy, democratizing, democracy-building

· liberal democracy, free and fair elections, constitutional liberalism

· liberal autocracy

· semi-liberal, semi-democratic

· illiberalism

· usurpation, corruption

· pluralism, rule of law

· foreign policy

· (natural) rights

· Individual liberty

Thesis:

The spread of democracy does not mean the spread of liberal democracy, defined as combination of constitutional liberalism and democratic elections… (diagnostic)

…Therefore, when fostering democracy abroad, US should not overestimate the progress brought about by elections and revive constitutionalism. (normative point)

· defending constitutional liberalism

Uses empirical evidence, and then saying what we should change about it

Call to people so they see what is going on with democracy around the world

· comparative politics – comparing democracy in different nations

· at the end – international relations – foreign policy

Structure of the Text:

1. definitions: democracy + constitutional liberalism

2. the development of liberal democracy: the priority of constitutional liberalism

a. constitutional liberalism brings democracy, but not the other way around

3. Unchecked govt and usurpation (rarely justified nor productive)

a. One should not confuse a powerful govt with a legitimate one

b. Unchecked centralization

c. Arguments given in favour of govt centralization (like economic reform) – are not valid

i. Short term – may look good, but it is bad in the long term – they are not that much better at surviving economic crises (when power is more centralized)

4. Democracy and conflict: “the democratic peace is actually the liberal peace.”

a. Common int’l relations belief – liberal democracies don’t go to war with each other

b. Elections in countries without constitutional liberalism – can bring ethnic tensions? and warmongering

5. A defence of liberal democracy (at home and abroad)

a. US system – good at putting checks on govt

b. Not every country should try to replicate the US institutions, but there is something worth looking at 

6. Consequences for American diplomacy

a. Evaluate systems abroad, not whether they have fair elections but whether there is constitutional liberalism in society

b. Therefore, try and revive constitutionalism abroad

c. Democracy without constitutional liberalism – not only bad but dangerous

