CHAPTER 6 – OBSERVATIONAL METHODS

Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches
-Qualitative: people behaving in natural settings and describing their world in their own word
	-emphasize collecting in-depth information on a relatively few ind or within a very limited setting
	-conclusion based on interpretations drawn by the investigator
-Quantitative: specific behaviors that can be easily quantified
	-include larger sample
	-conclusion based upon statistical analysis of data

Naturalistic Observation
-field work, field observation
-Naturalistic Observation: researcher makes observations in particular natural setting (the field) over extended period of time, using a variety of techniques to collect information
-report includes observations and researcher’s interpretations of the findings
-anthropology, animal behavior, social sciences to study phenomena
-Sylvia Scribner (97) “practical thinking”
	-studied ways that ppl in a variety of occupations make decisions and solve problems
-uses NO when he or she wants to describe and understand how people in a social or cultural setting live, work and experience the setting

Description and Interpretation of Data

