PHI1101 N – Test #1 Review

Argument  set of claims, one of which is meant to be supported by the others.


(Argument  = conclusion + premises)

Conclusion is a claim meant to be supported by reasons offered in an argument

Statement: Claim that something is or is not the case

Premise is a claim put forth as a reason for a conclusion

Inference is a move from premises in an argument to a conclusion

Conclusion Indicators are words used to indicate that a conclusion is about to be drawn

Premise indicators are words used to indicate that a premise is about to be given

Enthymemes are arguments that have implicit (unstated) premises or conclusions

Intermediate conclusion is an argument that is a claim that is supported by some other claim or claims, but that itself also provides support for a further conclusion

Final Conclusion of an argument is the argument's final point, the conclusion that is not itself a premise for anything else in that argument

Simple argument are arguments that have no intermediate conclusions (that contain only one inference)

Complex argument are arguments that have at least one intermediate conclusion (contain more than one inference)

Critical Thinking: The systematic evaluation or formulation of beliefs, or statements, by rational standards.

Environment of Critical Thinking

1. Problems with how we think

1. Self-interested thinking / Self preservation

· We prefer to see ourselves in a positive manner

· Ex. Self-interested -> accepting a claim solely on the grounds that it advances or coincides with our self interests (I believe in gun control because I am a hunter)

2. How we think about other people

· Theory: People follow people in authority

· Group Thinking: Peer pressure (To do/believe what the group does)

· Stereotyping – Involves drawing conclusions about people without sufficient reasons, based on their membership in a group/class (religion,race,political party, etc.)

2. Problems with  what we think

1. Part of the worldview of critical thinking, like science, is the idea that 'The world is publicly understandable'

2. There is an objective truth that exists independent from us (not subjective), which is not dependant on what we believe

3. Critical thinking rejects 'relativism'

· Ex.  2 + 2 = 4, 'Whales are mammals.', 'Ottawa is the capital of Canada', etc.

Subjective Relativism

· Truth depends solely on what someone believes the truth to be

· Truth is relative to the individual

· Ex. It's snowing because I believe it to be

Social (Cultural) Relativism

· Truth is relative to beliefs of particular group, culture, or society

· Ex. People from different societies believe different things, so who are we to judge them based on our personal believes.

Inference Indicators

Conclusion indicators include:

Therefore

Hence

Consequently

We may conclude

It follows that

This entails that

Which shows that
Here are some reasons why

Premise Indicators include:

Since


Because

For


We may conclude

Seeing as

As is implied by

The reason is that
On account of the fact that

Many words and phrases just join sentences and should not be mistaken for inference indicators.

Examples are:

And


But

Also


Nevertheless

Besides

In addition

These words can equally introduce claims that are premises, conclusions, or not any part of an argument at all.

These lists are not exhaustive, and generally we must rely on our knowledge of language to recognize when other inference indicators are present.

Hidden (Implicit) Premise

Argument: “You're a student. So you must be short of cash (Conclusion).

Implicit Premise: “Students are always short of cash”

Hidden (Implicit) Conclusion

Argument: “The last piece of cake is gone. There are only two of us here and I did not take it.

Implicit Conclusion: “You took the last piece”

The Case of Questions, Commands, Exclamations, Exhortations

Questions, Commands, Exclamations and Exhortations are not statements (do not state that something is or is not the case) and therefore cannot be conclusions or premises.

Ex. “Do you like Blue Cheese?”, “Please shut the window.”, “But exactly!”, “I urged him to finish his studies.”

Simple and Complex Arguments

Simple Argument One conclusion and therefore one inference

Complex Argument Multiple conclusions and therefore multiple inferences (Has intermediate conclusions)

Intermediate Conclusions have two roles

1. Serves as a conclusion for previous premises

2. Serves as a premise for following conclusion/s

Explanation tells us why something has happened (why or how something is the case). While an argument tells us why we should believe it happened

Ex. I already know Adam stole the money... Jane told me that Steve told her so!”

· Note: Not trying to convince you of this. It is explaining how I know.

Explanations contained with an argument should be treated as making a single claim.

Statements that just make a Single claim

Conditionals “If ... Then ...”

Ex. “If I study hard, then I will pass PHI1101”


*then is NOT required, just if

Disjunctive Sentence “Either ... Or ...”

Ex. “Either I will pass PHI1101 or fail it”




 “Unless”

Ex. “There will be no baseball tomorrow unless the sun is shining”

Two Possibilities of Argument Structure

· Multiple premises can support a conclusion in one of two ways: independently, dependently

· Independent premises each lend some support to the conclusion, on their own

· Dependent premises must be combined in order to support a conclusion

Arguments with Independent Premises

“Jake is a philosopher. And, Jake studies hard. Therefore Jake is smart.

Standard Form:

Jake is a Philosopher ]




1
2
*Diagram indicates

Jake studies hard       ] <- Simple Argument 

  \        /
  the premises 1 & 2

--------------------        ]




      3                  are independent

Jake is smart
           ]            

Arguments with Dependent Premises

“I am taller than Rahul. Rahul is taller than you. So I must be taller than you.”

I am taller than Rahul





1
2 
*Diagram indicates the

Rahul is taller than you




|---------|            premises 1 & 2 are

----------------------------




      |
              dependent

Therefore I am taller than you
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Combining Independent and Dependent Premises

“Jake is a philosopher. All philosophers are geeks. And, Jake watches Star Trek. Therefore, Jake is a geek.”

Jake is a philosopher




1
2
3

All philosophers are geeks



|---------|           /

Jake watches Star Trek



\
 |          /

-------------------------
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Jake is a geek

Complex Argument Standard Form

1. Lying is Wrong

2. You told a lie

3. You've done something wrong. 1,2

4. All wrongdoers deserve to be punished. 3,4

Test Layout

50 Marks

· 10 Marks – Multiple Choice – Definitions, Technical Terms, etc.

· 10 Marks – Implicit Premises/Conclusions

· State whether the argument has an implicit conclusion or premise

· State what the implicit premise/conclusion is

· 30 Marks – Placing Arguments into Standard Form, Drawing Diagrams

· 9 Arguments (Each worth 2/3/4 marks) – Expect noise, complex. Simple, etc.

