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Department of Political Science

Political Science 206/2-A

Political Science and the Scientific Method

Professor: M.W. Poirier

E-Mail Address:  poirmw@alcor.concordia.ca

Telephone:  848-2424 ext. 2124

Office:  H1225-67 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 to 10:00, or by appointment, or when I am not in class and I am obviously available.  You may certainly approach me after class, in the halls or even on the street in the environs of the university if all you want to know is some piece of basic information, etc.

Please Note:  There is a Moodle site for this course.  This is the location where I post documents relative to the course.

Aim of the course:
This course aims to introduce the novice student, or a more advanced student who is completing an elective requirement, to ancient classical Greek political thought.  To this end, the course will cover a number of associated topics ranging from what it was like for humans to live in a pre-political environment such as the one that prevailed in the cosmocentric empires of the Middle East and the Eastern Mediterranean to what it was like to be introduced gradually to the political world of the ancient Athenians as then themselves moved from a cosmocentric world view to a more anthropocentric world view.  In the course of exploring this basic change, we will survey a) what life meant for those living in the ancient cosmocentric empires of the Eastern Mediterranean world such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, etc. as contrasted it with what life came to mean for those living in the world of the ancient Greeks, and very specifically, the Athenians, b) we will speak of the importance of the distinction between philosophical thinking and ideological thinking, a distinction that is rarely made today, and when made, not understood in our world, and we will show how this distinction goes to the very heart of the political order created by the ancient Athenians, c) we will explore what politics was for the ancient Athenians, and come to understand why it was seen by them as the key to understanding what it means to be a person, and not just an individual.   In connection with this, we will explore the difference between politics and government,
 d) we will speak of the connection between leisure, on the one hand, and politics, on the other, and ask the question: what does leisure have to do with politics, if anything, e) we will enquire into some of the central ethical, moral and organizational issues that emerge from all of these concerns by reading and discussing selected passages from the writings of Glenn Tinder in Political Thinking: The Perennial Questions, f) we will explore the thinking behind Plato’s famous dialogue The Republic, and reflect upon the content that went into the writings of Plato’s most famous student Aristotle in The Politics, and g) finally, we will attempt to haul together all of these issues and ask ourselves what it is that they have to say to us who are living today.  
Evaluation
The student will be evaluated on the basis of two “mid term” in-class tests worth 30% each and a formal final examination worth 40%.

Final examination. 

The final examination, which will take place in December 2012, will be a formal final examination scheduled by the university during the final examination period.  You will be required to answer three (3) questions in three hours.  
Bibliography.

Primary works:  Required  ---  these works are not listed in their order of importance.
Glenn Tinder, Political Thinking:  The Perennial Questions.

Bernard Crick, In Defence of Politics.

Plato, The Republic.
Aristotle, The Politics. 

Secondary works:  ---  these works are not listed in their order of importance.
Cornelius Loew, Myth, Sacred Histry, and Philosophy.

Sophocles, The Orestian Trilogy.
Herodotus, 

NOTE:  In addition to the above listed materials, I will place on the course web site relevant articles and materials that I have prepared.  I will draw your attention to these readings in class, but it is always a good idea to visit the Moodle site for the course once every few weeks.
I will likely also make available on the course web site a large bibliography—which you can draw on as you see fit—dealing with issues that both go beyond the course and that are related to different aspects of the course.
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�  Government, it has been said, is universal, politics, however, is not.





