Short story elements 
Parable : An allegorical story that is meant to teach a lesson
Plot: A sequence of incidents, arranged in dramatic order. 

Episodic plot : happens over a long period of time, many events ( eg. Lifetime)

In media res : Story starts in the middle of events

Unified plot : Cause/effect

Archetypal plot : Death- rebirth myth
Setting : Time, atmosphere, place taking place


Liminal space : Marginalized space where characters "stand at the threshold" between their previous way of structuring their identity, time, or community, and a new way, which the ritual establishes
Characters :


Protagonist : Main character ( usually an anti-hero)


Antagonist : Character in conflict with protagonist


Flat character : Little description


Round Character : Lots of detail


Stock character : Represents a stereotype/image ( eg. Bestfriend)


Static character : Stays the same the entire story


Dynamic character : Is affected by the events of the story. CHANGES


Archetypal scapegoat : Person or animal used in a purification rite as an 


offering by primitive agricultural societies or person blamed for all of a 


societies wrong doings.
Interior monologue : Thoughts that a character puts into the author's words
Stream of consciousness : Jumbled thoughts
Conflicts : Man VS. Man, Man VS. Technology, Man VS. Self, Man VS. Environment
Point of view : Voice of authority


1st person : Me, I


3rd Person : He/she


Total : All knowing


Limited/Selective : Only knows a few things


Diasporic Voice : Voice of minority
***Children narrators are not to be trusted
Extended metaphor : Comparison between two unlike things whose full aspects are compared through a series of sentences or paragraphs.
Conceit metaphor : Extended metaphor with a complex logic.
Pathetic fallacy : Treatment of objects as if they had feelings
Allegory : When characters or events are meant to represent a bigger generalization about the human race ( WW2 to explain present)
Microcosm : A small representation depicts something bigger ( storm at sea = conflict)
"Single effect" : Term coined by Edgar Allen Poe.  The feeling of satisfaction after reading a story. This means that the author should not waste words and should be concise in his description.
Diaspora : The movement or migration of a group of people, such as these sharing a national and ethnic identity, away from an established or ancestral homeland
Cultural ghosting : Ghost as a metaphor for border crosser. The grandmother is a ghost because she could cross the border between old ways and new ways, past and present, Also the traditions are a ghost because they cannot be seen but can be felt by members of the family. 
Duality/ hybrid identity : Theme explored in post-colonialism literature.   
Archetype : A VERY typical example of a certain thing or person or a recurrent originally symbol or motif in literature. 
Symbol : Something that suggests a more complex meaning or range of meaning
Irony 

Verbal Irony : Contrast between what is said and what is done

Situational Irony : Contrast between what happens and what was expected to 

happen.

Dramatic Irony : Contrast between what we know and what the characters think 

they know.
Tragedy
Harmartia : The fatal flaw of a tragic hero
Hubris : Loss of reality of a character due to extreme pride and arrogance ( eg. Hamlet)
Catharsis : Purification of the reader as he/she experiences the sins of the protagonist while reading a story.
Domestic tragedy : Woman is the anti-hero and she tries to make the best out of her poor situation. She is conflicted with her situation which leads her to make a fatal mistake.
LITERATURE AND LITERARY ANALYSIS
Regionalism : Literature specific to a part of the world
Romanticism : Depicts everything as more beautiful than it is. Everything in the story is good. Eg. Beautiful world, happy families etc...
Realism : True picture of life depicted by the author ( however doesn't always depict reality) by highlighting flaws. Life of characters is normal. Talks about the ROUTINE.
Naturalism : It makes fiction more realistic ( as opposed to realism that just shows how the author sees the world). It has a pessimistic tone and often shows the tragic aspects of life. The environment usually shapes the characters which leaves them with no choice or power facing the conflict ( determinism). Focuses  on economic, social and environmental factors.
Post-colonialism : A more modern style that focuses on describing conflicts of race, ethnicity, culture and human identity after colonialism.  Looks at how the colonizers treated subjects.  
Historical literature: Literature that focuses on describing a specific moment in time.
Biographical criticism : Analyzing a text by looking at the author's life.
Historical criticism : Looking at cultural norms at the time the text was written ( + author's bio)
Gender criticism : How sexual identity of the author affects the text.
Archetypal literary criticism : Type of criticism that interprets a text by looking a recurring  myths and archetypes in the narrative, symbols, images, and characters in a piece.

- Humans all over the world have common basic experiences.
Bildungsroman : Formation novel that explore the coming of age of an individual and his/her relationship with society.
Pedagogical novel : Sub genre of the formation novel that focuses on the pedagogic aspect of literature.
Artist novel : Sub genre of the formation novel that focuses on the development of an artist and their creativity skills.
[image: image1.jpg]A Bildungsroman is, most generally, the story
of a single individual's growth and
development within the context of a defined
social order. The growth process, has been
described as both "an apprenticeship to life"
and a "search for meaningful existence within
society.”

2. To spur the hero or heroine on to their journey,
some form of loss or discontent must jar them at
an early stage away from the home or family
setting.

3. The process of maturity (journey) is long, arduous,
and gradual, consisting of repeated clashes between the
protagonist's needs and desires and the views and
judgments enforced by an unbending social order.
Initially the aim of this journey is reconciliation between
the desire for individuation (self-fulfillment) and the
demands of socialization (adaptation to a given social
reality).

4. Eventually, the spirit and values of the social order
become manifest in the protagonist, who is then
accommodated into society. The novel ends with an
assessment by the protagonist of himself and his new
place in that society.




THE STORIES
" The gift of Magi"
· Simplistic Parable - Teaches that love cannot be expressed materialistically
· In Media Res 
· Stream of consciousness
· 3rd person limited
· Protagonist : Della (wife)





James : husband
· Repetition of " she only has 1.87$ to buy her love a christmas present"
· Ironic ending  = Situational ( they both get each other something that complimented what they had to give up)
· Della was proud of her hair ( the author describes it like a cascade of long and beautiful hair rippling and shining of brown water) 
· The hair cut is a sign of ravages made by generosity added to love
· Joy that deprivation brings
· THESIS : Love isnt shown from the gift but the action that comes with it. 
"War"  Timothy Findley
· Protagonist : Neil ( child)
· Antagonist : War/Father
· Repetition is used to emphasize the fact that neil is only a kid
· The dialogue between the children builds to climax ( shows the author's background in the film industry) when Neil finds out his father is going to war.
· Kid mentality : he is mad that father is going to war and wont be able to teach him to skate.
· Feels unwanted " Mrs. Curie was holding bud and teddy's hand and if he had been there she wouldn't have known what to do with him. 
· Findley shows war in an alternative setting : Bar
· Going to war with his father is a way to deal with his emotions ( stones are the feelings)
· Open ended ending " There was still 2 boxes in Orillia" It implies that father died
· THESIS : Neil's alternative form of war represents the emotional break that was brought upon soldiers because of war
"Stones" Timothy Findley
· Episodic Plot ( pre-war, post-war)
· Toronto
· Colonel Matheson is a foreshadowing of what the father will turn into
· Theme : War


Class war ( rich/poor)
psychological effects of war ( father's return is 








not celebrated)
· Brings war home
· Dieppe : Symbol of the effect war has on people - a disease brought home by the father
· The father was a stone " a stone amongst stones" as he drops ashes in dieppe
· Father abuses Ben because he was the youngest child, and the father didnt want him to be a coward like he himself had been
· There is real masculinity in the family : Cy and father doesn't see that in his other son
· Happy ending ( family before the war)
· THESIS: Ben's father victimizes him in order for him to become a manly man, unlike himself.
"Lamp at noon" Sinclair Ross
· In media res : the story starts in the middle of the storm ( it is the 3rd day)
· Naturalism - the environment creates conflict and forges the protagonists reactions
· Conflict between husband and wife, wants to stay and wants to leave
· The setting is the antagonist 
· Ellen : protagonist
· The title of the story and the repetition of how Ellen lit the lamp at noon foreshadows that something bad will happen
· The lamp/ light is a symbol for hope 
· In the end the light goes out (no more hope) Wife is gone with the baby which causes the baby to die
·  Irony : Paul was working to leave legacy to his son but it is because he didn't want to leave that he died. 
· When his son dies he is forced to go back to town
· THESIS : Paul's pride led Ellen to have a mental breakdown
"The Painted Door" Sinclair Ross
· Snow storm is a microcosm
· Snow storm is given human characteristics ( the wind moaned) PATHETIC FALLACY
· Storm is also the antagonist
· Ann is the anti-hero   


Tragic flaw : inability to deal with loneliness
· Catharsis : Reader is purified as he reads the protagonist sins
· Naturalism
· Repetition of the phrase " the fire crackled, the clock ticked" to show how time was going slowly
· Boring normal life of the characters however Ann decides at one point to adventure outside in the storm.
· The environment reflects what happens in the story ; snakelike little tongues of snow-> she's about to sin
· Steven is the temptation and because she was so lonely, she gives in.
· Steven says to reassure Ann " John wont come home- it would be suicide to try FORESHADOWS the suicide.
· The adultery killed john - he caught Ann and Steven together
· THESIS : Ann's tragic flaw led to John's death
"The Yellow Wallpaper" Charlotte Perkins Gilman
"Borders" Thomas King 
· Theme : Identity crisis
· The story itself it a duality ( post-colonialism and political literature)
· The author brings to the theory that borders are imaginary constructed ( reflects his reluctance to identify to one side (US/CND)
· The border is a liminal space ( between can and usa)
· Mother wont conform to american culture
· Oral tradition literature - informal tone, repetition, dialogue, narration
· THESIS: 
"The Jade Peony" Wayson Choy
· Setting : Chinatown
· Diaspora
· Spatial differentiation - > Isolated from the rest of Canada
· Conflict between old and new ways
· Themes : Hybrid identity  ( Chinese Canadian), coming of age, how to fit in
· Jade peony is a symbol of the grandmother's spirit ( has the color of her flesh)
· Sek Lung is the younger of the family and has not had the chance to explore the canadian culture. His grandmother taught him all the old ways. He wont have a duality conflict. The grandma taught him how he was, in order for him to keep his identity and all the traditions
· Grandma is the cultural ghost : she holds all the traditions, stories and chinese identity
· THESIS:
"The lottery" Shirley Jackson
· Not an allegory
· Setting is not specific so it can be applied everywhere
· Shows the horrible consequences that " going with the flow" brings
· The author critics how societies blindly follow customs and traditions
· Intro : The flowers were blossoming profusely and the grass was richly green ( plays with the atmosphere and also shows that violence does occur in small beautiful villages)
· When the kids are picking rocks and making piles it foreshadows what is about to happen. It is not just a game.
· Black box represents the tradition. It is old and is falling apart
· Old man Warner represents society that blindly follows traditions. He says " The lottery needs to exist because it always has". He doesnt question the morality of the action
· The process drags on without the reader knowing what it happening at first, contributes to the surprise effect of the stoning.
· It isnt fair, it isnt right, but they still do it. Even the husband.
"The Metaphor" Budge Wilson
· Modern and subtle parable
· Themes : 


To come of age is not to become a gendered, socially acceptable, normative adult, but to embrace individuality- That ism to grown into a developed version of self.


Conformity and the sacrifice of personal values have a high cost
· Conflicts : Charlotte vs. Society ( mother) , Charlotte vs. Self, Charlotte vs. Hancock
· Mrs. Hancock is different and doesn't fit in society as much as charlotte's mom does. Hence why mother doesn't like her and criticizes her
· When she starts writing metaphors in grade 7, she writes down how she feels about her mother but cannot process those emotions
· Charlotte doesn't even share with her teacher her new writing
· She still cares about her but doesn't want to show it.
· Charlotte finally stands up to Mrs. Hancock once she is dead by slapping the popular boy that was laughing about her death. This was when charlotte finally becomes her true self
· She participated in the bullying but behind that she was also repressing herself
· The conflict is resolved at the end. She made peace with herself, balance of mother and mrs. hancock. GROWING UP
· As Charlotte grows up, she discovers that true beauty and worth is not always what it seems like (extended metaphor of the birthday cake/mrs. Hancock.
· THESIS: It was charlotte's mother's opinion as well as her peers that charlotte turned her back on mrs. Hancock. 
