Punic Wars Lecture: Hannibal crossing the Alps
DAY 1
· Hannibal advances towards alps through open country
· Reaches the foothills and encounters opposition from local tribes, this was expected because of rumor and report. Rumors are often exaggerated
· However, in this case, the local tribes and mountains were underestimated
· Dreadful vision, very tall cold snowy mountains, beasts, wild, ragged people, stiff with front
· Moved in a column (as an army). Local tribes appeared, attempting to spring out in an ambush upon the marching column and inflict losses but Hannibal ordered his Gallic guides to encounter them
· In the evening, they were informed that they could not get through there, so they encamped on level ground, and then later learned from the same guides that the pass was only held in the daytime, and at nightfall the natives left
DAY 2
· During the day he fortified the position where they originally halted and when the tribes abandoned the heights and gone off guard, his real intention was evident
· They left the baggage and cavalry and most of the infantry
· He assembled a light-armed infantrymen
· Established themselves on the heights the tribemen had held.
DAY 3
· At dawn, the camp was broken up and the rest of the army moved forward
· Tribesmen saw the Carthaginians above their heads in possession of the heights, while the other army was pacing up ahead, they were shocked
· They restored their confidence, they saw the army losing cohesion so they came swarming down the slopes and the Carthiginians found themselves facing two enemies: the difficulty of the position and the tribesmen
· It was every man for himself, fighting with each other to get clear of danger
· Horses created the most havoc in the column
· Hannibal waited as not to add to the confusion but then decided if they lose all their gear they will be useless so he charged towards the tribemen
· It increased confusion amongst his own men for a moment, and the enemy had fled, order was restored and brought safely through
· Then the chief-foritified village of the district and neighboring hamlets was captured and they took cattle & grain from this place
DAYS 4-6 – Made considerable progress, comparatively easy
DAY 7
· came to the territory of another mountain tribe, numerous one. No resistence but fell into a trap – the elders presented themselves as guides and were willing to submit to Hannibal’s orders and supply him with guides and provisions and offer hostages as a guarantee of good faith.
· Hannibal was too cautious of these people but unwilling to reject, maybe they’d become hostile so he accepted hostages and etc.
· He had elephants at the head of the column 
· Column found itself narrowing the track and it was suddenly attacked
· The natives assaulted them, worse pressure was on Hannibal’s rear, but he protected it. Cut the column in two and established themselves on the track, for one night Hannibal was cut off from his cavalry and baggage train
DAY 8
· No opposition, defile successfully passed, just small raids.
· Elephants protected as the natives were scared of them but hard to travel
DAY 9
· Army reached the summit, was guess work
[bookmark: _GoBack]DAYS 10-11
· Two day halt on the summit
· More animals fell off the rocks
· Winter was near and it began to snow
DAY 12
· Army struggled forward in the snow
· Hannibal saw their despair and road ahead and at a point of vantage
· They saw Italy and he said “you are this moment passing the protective barrier of Italy – you are walking over the walls of rome, from hereforth itll be easy, no more hills to climb, after a fight or two you will  have the capital of Italy”
DAY 13-16
· The next task was to construct some sort of passable track down the summit, for they could not proceed further
· They had to cut through rock, solved this through heat and moisture
· Trees fell and were set on fire and when the rock was heated, they poured wine on it and blew it up, making the track less steep, even able to get the elephants down
· Four days spent here, the animals nearly dying of starvation because the peaks had no pasture, lower down was easier to dwell in
· The beasts were put out to the pastures and troops rested in the kindlier region with kindlier inhabitants – the plains
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