MIDTERM 1 2323
THE BRONZE AGE: 3000-1100 BC 
· THE MINOAN CIVILIZATION (CRETE)
· Lived under the king Minos, do not speak Greek, no writings but had artwork 
· THE MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATION 
· Lived in Paloponnese, 1st people to speak Greek, chief god= sky god Zeus
Late Bronze Age: the setting of many heroic myths 
Greek myths came before Greek speakers (with Minoans), came from Indo-Europeans and Easterners
Iron age:
· Democracy and scientific thought came from turkey- they had fertile land + good ideas 
· Colonized Asia minor and made contact with the East 
· Introduced the Greek alphabet from the Lebanon and made it their own 
· Homer- Iliad and Odyssey- 1st written text 
· Hesiod- Theogony (the birth of Gods) and works and days (life of his brother)
· Homeric Hymns: poems dedicated to individual Gods and Goddesses 
Archaic age 
· Colonization of the coastal areas of Mediterranean and black sea 
· 1st time greeks had a sense of the Greek identity
· common identity = language, religion (communities had own gods but they shared the same 12 olympians), festivals (honoring a god/athletic games/choral songs), Oracles, Name (Hellenes)
Classical age
· Athens is the dominant power- Golden age, after their victory against the Persians 
· The Peloponnesian war (Athens Vs Sparta)
· Rise of Macedonia + Persian expedition of alexander the Great- he brought democracy, philosophy and arts 
· myths: the source  fir the dramatic plot 
· dramatic performances: means to express political, philosophical views to the audience 
Hellenistic age 
· After Alexander’s death (323): the establishments of Greek kingdoms in the East
· Myths were now written to be read 
· Romans adapted the Greeks myths and created equivalent gods (hermes/mercury)
· Roman poet Ovid talked about transformation- essential for Greek Myths- renaissance poems were taken from Ovid 
Myth: a traditional story about the divine and heroic with an importance in the community, passed on through generations as a public performance 
Mythos: it is a s strong statement to pursue the other person, it refers to a story as past of a public speech 
· When people tell stories they are telling u a mythos to pursue the audience 
· Earliest evidence in the Illiad 
Logos: a true story connected with reason, a truthful account 
Mythos: a false story but with some connection to reality- not believed literally 
plato was the fist to distinguished btw the two words 
myth: its traditional and survives as its retold and can survive only if it applies to the society of the time, hence why the values and events change (versions)
3 types of myths
· Divine or true myth 
· They try to explain nature and social circumstances 
· Ex. Explains why seasons change
· Legend 
· Characters: heroes (noble humans, of high status) ex. King 
· Describe past events and justifies political authority 
· Analogous to history 
· Folktales/fairytales 
· Ordinary humans, animals, imaginary being 
· Entertains / moral meaning 
· They have motifs 
Ancient ways of viewing myths 
· Plato question the educational values of myths (Homer)
· He, however created his own myths (Atlantis)
Mythology:
· Collection of different myths and comparisons 
· Compare to other cultures and time- try to find origin 
· Find common motifs 
· Methodological analysis of myths in their form, purpose, function 
Two broad categories of theories 
· External basis:
· Myths try to explain natural phenomena or to provide justifications for social, religious or political customs and institutions 
· Internal basis:
· Myths are spontaneous expressions of the human mind. Theories that link myths and several mental. Psychological processes 
Narkissos and Echo- Ovid’s metamorphoses 
· Narkissos son of nymph and river god possessed an unsurpassed beauty 
· Echo, a nymph punished by Hera to repeat the last words of a person, deprived her of the ability to communicate 
· Echo meets Narkissos, falls in love with him but she is rejected and she wastes away out of passion and only her voice remains in the woods 
· Narcissus is cursed by a male rejected lover who prayed to Goddess Nemesis to punish him by denying him what he loves 
· He falls in love with his reflection + wastes away only a flower remains 
Olympian gods
· Born on earth, live on Mt. Olympus and other places 
· A hierarchical society 
· Immortality and eternal youth 
· Special powers, but limited 
· They have flesh and can be wounded and suffer pain 
· Their divine “blood”: the ichor 
· They get satisfied from the smoke of the sacrifices 
· They eat nectar and ambrosia 
· As an ointment: brings glow and beauty to the skin
· Brings immortality but not revival from the death but prevents dead body from rotting 
Interference with humans
· Gods that acts and influence human affairs, they go into the action: lie, advice, and deceive
· Humans cant see them I their true form (true divinity form and glory)  so they appear as:
· Disguised as humans, animals or any other forms or dreams but the mortal understand that they are divine 
· They appear in dreams to the humans to give them intelligence and a bad mind 
· Seduce humans = heroes are born 
Punishments to humans:
· Killing them with their weapons or causing their death indirectly
· taking away something (ex. Voice) what ever they brag about 
· Transforming them or eternal punishment to Tartarus 
Peoples repressed desires are reflected on gods (immortality, beauty and wealth)
divinity on the top of the tree, gods represent life (Zeus is life, father of all (creator))

CREATION MYTHS 
· Sky is a fixed dome 
· Northerners- Hyperboreans 
· Southerners- Ethiopians (people with tan faces)
· Heaven (deities)
· Earth (humans and Deities)
· Underworld: hades (dead mortals and deities) Tartaros for sinners and dark forces 
· Heaven is attached to earth found on top of the mountain Olympia 
Hesiod 
· A son of an immigrant from Asia minor who settle in Boetia 
· Theogony: an account of the origins of the universe (cosmogony) and the birth and descendants of gods (theogony)
· Works and days: poem addressed to his brother, full of advices 
· The muse: the source of poetic inspiration 
· Spirit- from latin spiro: to breath 
The first elements 
· Chaos (a yawning abyss, an empty opening) was born first and after it came the 
· Gaia (earth)-source of knowledge, life, and death  (snake and threes are symbols of earth)
· Tartaros- a dark place, roots of the earth 
· Eros (love)- the force of creation and desire 
Offspring of earth without a consort: heaven (Uranus), Mountains (ore) and Sea (pontus)
Gaia and Ouranos  
· 3 Hekatoncheire-100 hands creatures
· hecaton-100
· cheires-hands 
· they helped Zeus stablish his power 
· 3 Cyclops
· cyclo (round) pes (eye)
· creatures with one eye 
· brontes (lightning), steropes (thunder), Arges (brightness)
· their names have to do with the phenomenon of lighting an dthey too help Zeus (created his thunder bolt)
· 12 Titans (Kronos(youngest) and Rhea)
The story of Ouranos’ castration 
· Ouranos is afraid of losing his power to one his children, so he keeps them buried in Gaias body 
· Gaia devices a plan and a weapon: a sickle from adamant ( strongest material in her body) and gets her youngets Kronos to castrate his father 
· When Ouranos goes to sleep he cover the earth and kronos cuts his testicles and throws the genitals behind him into the sea 
· This cut the connection and now they can come out into the surface
· The blood drops that fall on earth creates: the furies, Giants (earthquakes and eruptions), and Melian nymphs 
· When testicles fell I sea the created foam and from it came Aphrodite
Kronos + Rhea  Olympians (Zeus + Hera)
The child swallowing 
· Kronos swallowed his children by Rhea as soon as they were born 
· Rhea had enough and as her mother for help, they tricked him and made him swallow a rock instead of Zeus
· Zeus grows up in  Crete and defeats his father and he unswallows his children as advice by Gaia
The same theme of suppression and its conquered by a trick, instead of force 
Descendents of Chaos, the children of night: night + darknessday and brightness  (concept of light coming after dark)

Succession of power 
· Motifs:
· Fear of losing power by a son (through prophecy) 
· Unsuccessful attempts to bypass the prophecy by getting rid of the baby 
· The son (an outcast) will obtain revenge as an adult and establish his power 
Freud’s psychoanalytical theory 
· The crime of Cronus symbolizes the suppressed desire of the son for sexual freedom through the elimination of the father-rival (the Oedipus complex) 
Hieros Gamos- the sacred marriage 
· Male/sky/rain (semen)/seed- Ouranos (ourein-urinate) 
· Female/earh/womb/Gaia 
together creation, fertility 
Kronos (Saturn)
· For Romans: Saturn is the god of agriculture 
· Saturnalia: the merriest festival of the year- taken over by Christmas (Dec 21 is the longest year)
· To celebrate the end if the darkness they would light candles 
· The day of Saturn : Saturday-the day of freedom 
Kronos as time, the father time, the devourer of all things-grim reaper
Tethys and Okeanos fresh water rivers that surround earth (children)
· Styx- important spirit river, she becomes the goddess that all the gods take an oath upon 
· Water gods where the first Gods 
Theia ( the devine) and Hyperion (the one above) sun (Helios), moon (Selene), dawn (Eos)
Helios + Clemen  phaethon
· She marrys the king of Ethipia and the son of suns becomes his step son 
· Phaethon’s asks for proof of identity and ask Helios for control of his chariot for one day, he cant break his promise so its turns into a disaster and Zeus has to throw a bolt and kill him 
· When his sisters learned of his death, they cried so much that their bodies became part of the river and branches bent over it 
· The tears of the threes is the amber 
· Cycnus- best friend, lamented so much he became a swan 
 Transformations that gives us the Etiology (causation)
Eos (Dawn)
· Eos fell in love with the Trojan boy (Tithonos) Zeus grants her whish and makes him immortal, but she forget to ask for eternal youth 
· He becomes old and begins to shrink, so she takes care of him up to a point and the puts him in a box 
· Later greeks writters took it further and said he transformed into the cicada (singing insect)
Selene and the myth of Endymion
· She also falls for a mortal, Zeus granted him eternal sleep and everlasting youth 
ZEUS
· He was entrusted to the nymphs  and had a goat Amaltheia to drink milk from 
· During play he broke one her horns, he made it scared and signify the abundance of the earth (cornucopia)
· When she died she became the Capricorn constellation and her skin magical called the Aegis wore by Athena 
· Kouretes (younge men) in crete would hit their weapons at the cries of Zeus, initiation ceremony 
The struggles of Zeus to establish his power 
· Vs. the Titans 
· Vs. the Giants – half snake half man, the Olympians need Hercules (mortal) in order to win against the Giants 
· Vs. the monster Typhoeus 
· Earth + tartarus 
· Swallowing Metis to avoid prophecy 
· Vs. Prometheus 
Zeus and Metis (wisdom)
· His first wife of 7 
· He swallows his pregnant wife’s to avoid overpower and through his head he gives birth to Athena 
· He becomes the father and mother- now has wisdom and judgment 
· He is a supreme sky god associated with weather phenomena, especially rain
· Humidity: the vital element of life 
· Zeus titles: the cloud gatherer, the lord of lightning, the lord or rain 
· The thunderbolt and eagle are his symbols of regal and punitive power 
· Protector of family, oath, guardian of law and order, protetor of guests-host (suppliants) oath 
Hera in the Iliad 
· Thetis in the supplication position, asks Zeus to honor Archiles 
· She represents the stages of womanhood in relationship to a husband 
· Her titles: parthenos (virgin) teleia (fulfilled) and chera (widow) 
· Queen of heavens who shares Zeus throne and scepter 
Anthropogony – origins of human 
· Agricultural 
· Transformative 
· Artisanal 
· Prometheus as the creator of humasn shaped out of water and mud  
· Or Together with Athena created humans out of clay and breathed life into them 
· Autochthony births from earth: 
· The first Thebans people arose from the earth after Kadmos planted dragon teeth in the soil 
The five races of man – Hesiod 
1. The golden race 
a. During Kronos ruling, they lived care free without sickness and old age- Utopian time 
b. Mortals created by the gods 
c. Ended with the 2 gifts to mankind: Pandora and fire 
2. The silver race 
a. Inferior and immature, Zeus put an end to them 
3. The bronze race 
a. Zeus created out of ash trees
i. Warror race, they exterminated themselves through reckless fighting 
4. The heroic race 
5. The iron age 
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Our world, toil and misery are our lot; it will get worst, future will lack respect, and every sort of villainy 
The descendants of Iapetos 
· Atlas and Prometheus 
· Both punished for their actions, Atlas has to hold the sky 
· Both suffer their burden at the two extremes of the world 
Prometheus in the Hesiod’s 
· Prometheus ( to think before u act )
· The story of sacrifice: he hid the edible pieces of meat in the unappetizing stomach to trick Zeus, punished the people by taking away fire 
· He stole it back and hid it in a hallow fennel stalk 
· Explains why people sacrifice animals to the gods 
· Is about the veil and the good together 
· Oceanus tried to get him to reconcile with his father 
· Io- he told her that she would be save from her suffering and her decendent (10th generation) will release him from his pain (Hercules) 
· Hermes was sent by Zeus to find out the name of the women which bears the child that will overpower Zeus, but he will not reveal the name (Thetis is the women and he makes her marry a mortal to stop the prophecy, her son is Achilles) 
· Epimetheus ( to act first and then thick)
· He created all the animas and gave them all they needed for survival 
Aeschylus- a Greek play writer 
· Poets had to present 3 tragedies and 1 styx 
· Tells the story of Prometheus bound 
· Makes Zeus look like a ruthless tyrant 
· Prometheus: giver of fire and friend of humans, but also the inventor of the useful arts (bringer of culture) 
· Zeus order the creation of the Kalon Kakon the “beautiful evil” as a punishment to man 
HESIODS theogeny + works and days 
· Hephaestos created her from clay 
· He is known for making robots and is also the god of fire 
· Athena dressed her, crowned her with a flower wreath and teaches her how to weave 
· Aphrodite pour charm upon her and gave her a strong desire 
· Hermes put in her breast lies and persuasive words. Cunning ways 
· They named her Pandora “all gifts”, all gods gave her gifts 
· Zeus sent the gift to Epimetheus and he receives her ignoring Prometheus warnings 
· Motif: the looking taboo (opening the box)
· The use of a large ‘pithoi’ for storage of foods or burials 
· Her container also seen as the womb, the body of the mother (container of life) 
· If hope is good, why was in the jar?
1. Hope, like evils, are new to mankind
2. Hope can be an evil ( a harmful illusion)
· Why did hope remain in the jar?
1. It is different than the other evils-you can control it
2. Symbolic of the new life, next generation 
Hope in Aeschylus
· Prometheus took away prophetic powers from humasn and replaced them with hope 
· Hope is blind 
The story of the flood 
· Prometheus son Deucalion 
· Epimetheus + Pandora had a daughter Pyrrha 
· Deucalion + Pyrrha Hellene and mandkind  after the flood 
· Zeus wanted to eliminate the human race (bronze age)
· Prometheus instructed Deucalion how to survive 
· Boat landed on mount Parnassus 
· They throw rocks and becomes women and men 
· 
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