Sept. 18th 2012

Aristotle Politics

· Aristotle’s time (384- 322 BC), Place Athens
· Transition from city-state to empire
· Philip of Macedon conquerors Greece 338 BC
· Macedonian empire which becomes the Hellenistic empire 
· Alexander the Great 356-323 BC; tutored by Aristotle
· Aristotle and Plato
· Aristotle= anti-utopian
· Plato is utopian 
· Aristotle wants an ideal that can actually be achieved 
· Aristotle’s approach is empirical (based on facts)… Aristotle comes up with his political ideal by looking at the world… which regime is closest to what we would want
· General Approach
· Anti-utopian
· Empirical (political science…)
· Aristotle is looked at as the first political scientist 
· Painting “The School of Athens”
· By Italian Renaissance painter, Raphael (1510)
· Fresco on the wall at the Vatican
· Includes Plato, Aristotle (also Socrates, Pythagoras, etc.)
· Plato is pointing upwards, and Aristotle is pointing downwards 
· Origin of State and Political Authority
· State for self-sufficiency (in reality: city-state declining, disappearing families to villages to city-state/polis)
· People are self-sufficient but have needs
· There is family, people multiply forming villages, organization (rules, authority) takes place creating a polis
· Aristotle is saying two things:
· The polis is a natural outgrowth…natural needs and tendencies
· Aristotle says the city-state (polis) isn’t just for the satisfaction of natural needs, it is the system designed for the good life/ moral life
· ^This is where like Plato, Aristotle is saying that the fulfillment of individual life is in a political system and community (same with Plato, but different than what we think today) 

Sept. 20th 2012
· State for good life (state exist for moral fulfillment) 
· “Man is by nature a political animal” (p.177)
· “...Man is a political animal, in a higher degree than bees or other gregarious animals…and it is association in these things which makes family and the city” (review passage in text)
· Gregarious means prone to speak
· Man uses language in a basic way (emotion, pleasure, fear etc.) but also at a sophisticated way 
· Capacity for language that humans have that other animals don’t… higher level distinctive use of sounds that create our language 
· The bee’s “language” is a natural instinct…ex. Food is present/danger/etc. 
· Humans do that as well but also a lot more
· Humans make judgements, interpret, and in value it 
· Not just elementary use of language ex. Dog commands but also sophisticated level of communication…judgements, interpretations
· Aristotle’s point is that a political system, a polis/city-state, should have a context/forum who decide together of how people should live…people should come together 
· Unavoidable need to judge, and a need to pass our judgement to other people, and debate about these judgements…man is political 
· Biases
· Male to female: superior to inferior
· Some by nature free; some by nature slaves (179-80)
· But slaves also by conquest? Yes…
· Greeks vs. other/barbarians
· Citizens with leisure vs. citizens who must labour
· Assumption of natural hierarchy teleology
· Each item in world has fixed place and purpose 
· Fundamental difference in nature in men and women…men are able to direct their lives and therefore can rule in politics
· Slaves= those who aren’t free beings and can be both men and women  
· Aristotle justifies slavery some people by nature are incapable of controlling their own lives and need to be owned by masters who can rationally think for them…women as well but at a lesser point 
· Slaves by conquest them being conquered shows that they were destined to be slaves…they were not able to govern/rule themselves hence their conquest (ad-hoc argument) 
· Women are unable to make rational decisions and need to live in a household with males 
· Citizenship means taking an active participatory part in political life 
· Types of government
· Citizen= who shares in ruling/administration of justice (190)
· Active participatory role 
· “Mechanics and artisans” not to sit in assembly, lack leisure
· Don’t have the time to participate 
· Variables for classifying governments/regimes (203-204)
· How many rule?
· In whose interest? (Rulers may rule self-less/selfish reasons)
· Monarchy vs. Tyranny (one)
· Aristocracy vs. Oligarchy (few)
· Polity vs. Democracy (many) 

	
	Selfless
	Selfish

	One
	Monarchy
	Tyranny

	Few
	Aristocracy
	Oligarchy 

	Many
	Polity
	Democracy 



· Polity=middle class polity…stability 
Sept. 25th 2012
· Article’s notion of citizenship includes active participation
· Emphasis on “he”…who should rule…scope is limited
· Has a richer notion of citizenship compared to contemporary society where citizenship depends on naturalization 
· Article looks around the world to determine the types of government regimes and how many should rule + in whose interests 
· The very best possible system could be a Monarchy…similar to Plato’s philosopher-king
· You can never be sure of who that person is, and the chances of finding that person is risky…stay away from it
· You need to come up with a practical best/feasible best 
· Maybe there is few that could rule…but its hard to pin it down/find…don’t risk it
· Rulers should be in the hand of citizenship…all adult males who have the time/entitled/obligated to participate in the ruling 
· The realizable Ideal: Polity/Middle-Class Polity 
· Balances of forces
· No extreme of wealth or poverty
· Very wealth very preoccupied with wealth, enlarging wealth, single-minded focus…wanting to rule to preserve their wealth
· Little wealth single-minded focus on getting money
· Middle-Class has some sort of economic stability…rule in a selfless fashion
· Aristotle accepts that there wont be perfect harmony
· But how to maintain that there wont be a title towards one side…put them all against each other…constructive tension 
· The Golden mean (p.206)
· Extremes are not the way to go…an approximate mid-point should be achieved 
· Political knowledge: practical, based on experience
· Laws: constitutional state
· Emphasizes laws in political knowledge 
· Wisdom comes by putting together the thoughts/views of different people 
· Criticism: we start with the notion of what is appropriate to know what is extreme…you don’t identity extremes on their own
· What in concrete terms is moderation? …What is a moderate level of taxation? 
· Number cannot just be picked…you must first have a notion of what is the moderation first 
· (197) The city “must devote itself to the end of encouraging goodness”
· Aristotle agrees with Plato
· Political system is to make people good people 
· Plato wants to make people virtuous…Aristotle doesn’t disagree…his route is just different
· Political system encouraging goodness is not found in contemporary society
· Aristotle + Plato…the task of politics is to turn us into moral, virtuous beings 
· Notion that most contemporary politics pushes away…very wary of turning power to government to try to make us good people 
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