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Midterm - Wednesday Oct 3 5pm, Elborne College 60 min exam, true/false, multiple choice 

Conventional definition of sport ->not broad enough 

-> Culture of sports -> society (context) -> groups (either institutional and social determinants, born into)  -> contest over legitimacy 

Power -> normalized understandings (an understanding of what is legitimate or not, react intuitively) -> ideology 

-> inclusion and exclusion, who/what decides

*how do we play – who/what decides 

How Sports Should ‘Work’

Sports have to be competitive 

Document would not make sense if not competitive, says that without mentioning it that what all this is about is competitive sports, legitimizes an ideological position of sports

A Canadian Issue?

Canada is not strongly represented in the international scene

Says it is desirable to use sports as a representation of Canada

Sport and Socialization 

Socialization – a lifelong process 

Not is important because could be related to exclusion 

Normalization – lots of things are engrained into our system 

Contestation – different values, struggles 

Decisions – have MEANING to us, different reasons 

Main Interest in Studying

85% of Canadian Olympic athletes come from middle and upper middle classes 

Typically fathers are more involved in getting children involved in sports 

What is Character?

Argued that sports are good for character development

Does not say whether qualities are positive or negative 

Cannot assume that it is all positive

May be many different ideas of what character in sports mean 

Don Cherry has power that many others do not 

Current Knowledge

Influence the decision to stay involved 

Canadian Olympians did not say anything about political conditions in Beijing 2008 

