Algeria War of Independence 1954-1962 and Congo Crisis 1960-1965
Inability of France + Belgium to resist the forces of anti-colonial nationalism
· Belgium wants to hold onto Congo even as late as the mid-1950s
· Political elites  have to concede independence to these forces
Growing importance of international institutions
· Front de libération nationale
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Algerian nationalists
· Patrice Lumumba 
· UN
Continued Interjection of the Cold War, after African colonization

Algerian war of Independence
· Algeria is the largest country in Africa
· Background to Algeria 
· On southern shore of Mediterranean
· Almost entire population lives on a narrow strip along the Mediterranean coast, as the Saharan desert exists over most of it
· 1830 conquest by French
· Building boom in later 40s+50s after world war II
· Not distressed that they are going to relinquish control of Algeria
· Around 9 million people, around 1 million are French settlers
· Reasons to why Algeria has a war of independence
· Pied noir attempt to change economic and political situation and equalize them
· Comparable to Apartheid, 1 million French settlers vs 8 million indigenous population
· FLN started in 1954, Nov 1st
· Immediate reasons for starting war  Battle of Dien Bien Phu
· If they can do it, we can too
· Mostly found by a relatively young group of men, small group as well
· Imitation of Ho Chi Minh communists
· War escalates to a substantial conflict
· By 1956/1957 
· Casualty figures are around 1 million (Algerians)
· Probably the most costly war post-war on liberation
· Two-prong strategy
· Guerilla warfare in country-side
· Battle for world public opinion  persuade other countries to support the battle for liberation
· Ultimately very successful diplomatic campaign
· In 1958, create the provisional government of the Algerian Republic (GPRA)
· FLN then persuades other countries to allow the recognition of the GPRA as the official government of Algeria
· In addition to the diplomatic campaign, FLN wage battle at the UN
· Sympathetic governments : Egyptians, etc. add FLN members to their teams
· They tried to push to vote for the resolution that refutes French legitimacy and claims to Algeria
· They fail, up until 1960
· Despite those failures, they have a massive impact on international community
· Debating the legitimacy of independence
· One of the ways that French prove their legitimacy is through economic development propaganda
· Invests lots of Algeria, develop it in ways that the FLN never could


Role of the Cold War in Algeria
· A bit more muted in Algeria
· The example of the FLN actually manipulating the Cold War to its advantage
· Small, generally speaking weak organization that exists trans-nationally 
· Talk about the strategy to black-mail the US, only need to make US halt aid
· French can fight on without US support
· i.e., French couldn’t fight without US in Vietnam
· Blackmail strategy  start to improve relationships with communist countries
· Same way that the Vietnamese nationalist went Communist
· Couldn’t go too far or else the US truly thought they were communist and get targeted
· US blaming French for the eventual communizing of Algeria, thus pressuring French to lay off
· Example of smaller powers using the rivalries between the stronger powers to their advantage with a surprising degree of success
· Independence in March 1962 after a long negotiation with the French government
· Dag Hammarksjold
· Secretary general of the UN at the time
· That it’s putting the legitimacy of the UN to question
· Difficult to put through Algeria’s claims through to vote
· Lot of the Algerian propaganda  Algerian flag in front of the UN headquarters
· Ultimate recognition of independent status is when UN recognizes one’s country
· UN’s credibility had been restored once Algeria becomes independent
Congo
· 1870, 1880s, scramble by the Europeans to division of Africa
· Belgian king is granted Congo as his own property
· Compromise between the England and Germany, that neither get it
· Horribly-run colony, even by the standards of colonialism 
· Belgian King uses all kinds of mercenaries, brutal methods, rubber production, etc.
· So terrible that even French + Britain say it’s distasteful
· 1908, actual Belgian colony
· Small colony, never had the resources for larger investments
· History of congo doesn’t get a whole lot better until the 1950s
· Congo probably the worst example as the case where there is little education for the major population, very little building of infrastructure even with a vast territory
· They gain independence with a huge array of disadvantages posed upon them
· Particularly striking to a small number of educated people
· A Belgian political scientist reports that decolonizing Belgian should be done
· Within a few years, control is being lost
· 1959, 1960, little preparation for the independence of Congo
· Thus why there are many problems even after independence
· Patrice Lumumba
· One of the jobs before independence, he was a brew salesman
· One of the few people that knew the country well, especially due to lack of infrastructure
· Undisputedly one of the most popular Congolese politican
· Left-wing 
· Just want Belgians to pull out
· Desire for copper mining
· Wants independence, but not independence where they are taken advantage of in terms of mines, etc.
· MLC, only party where it has a decent amount of support around the country due to him travelling so much
· Belgians dislikes
· 3rd of June, 1960, independence for Congo
· Lumumba
· Katanga, tries to secede from Congo
· July/August 1960
· Then Belgians send over paratroopers/soldiers, in order to “protect white foreigners from the violence”
· Really a plan to help the Katangans
· Lumumba travels to US and wants the UN to send a force to restore in Congo, but re-integrate Katanga
· In August 1960, president Eisenhower, authorizing the assassination of Castro AND Patrice Lumumba (secretly)
· Reason that Americans dislike Lumumba 
· Wild-eyed, immature, irrational child-like, etc. (racist, colonial take)
· Goes to US after UN
· UN starts to deploy to Congo
· In fact do not help Lumumba
· Instead in Sept 1960, Lumumba asks Soviet Union
· Khrushchev promises that he’ll send over planes (needed due to lack of infrastructure)
· For Americans, this is the last straw  uses Joseph Mobutu
· He is the head of the Congolese army at the time
· CIA are working closely with Mobutu and another politician and has Lumumba arrested
· Escapes from house arrest in Dec 1960, and tries to flee across the border  caught and delivered to the Katagan politicians
· January 1961, he is assassinated by the Katagans “chopped into the little bits”
· Done with CIA participation, although disputed, but not opposed to it
· Lumumba becomes an important martyr figure, similar to Ché Guevara
· Becomes an admired figure by the more left-wing figures 
· 1961-1964, war arises after his death 
· Pro-lumumbists going against government
· China, communists back up lumumbists, whereas US + Belgians support government
· Mercenaries hired by US
· Things start to go bad for the left-wing
· While this is all going on, it becomes a major crisis for the UN
· Hammarskjold sees the Congo crisis as even more grave
· One of the largest UN peacekeeping forces deployed to date
· Marks an escalation  improved involvement of UN
· Desperate to find the solution to this situation
· He dies Sept 1961, plane crashes to Congo  In a sense, becomes a martyr, UN needs to put in more effort or else Hammarskjold died for nothing
· CIA helps Mabutu carry out a military coup 
· Solidifies his rule, run it until the 1990s  delights in taking pleasure in torturing enemies, etc.
· End of the initial Congo crisis
· Mabutu in charge with CIA support


