What is Sport Sociology?

Determinant is something that gets done to you based on what people see

Sport Definition 

May not be the need for competition 

Sport sociology – focus is always on group behaviour, not as interested in individual motivations 

Sports play a huge role in societal institutions.  Sports are in ideal vehicle to tell Canadians what it means to be Canadian 

Ex. Canadian Hockey – brings Canadians together 

Men’s sports give a greater visual presence 

Institutions

Players typically always behave in the same way 

Spectators also typically follow certain forms of behaviour 

Culture

Easier to be male vs. female

Easier to be white than other races 

Groups in society agree that that is how something should be done

Social Construction 

Groups contest over what should be allowed and what should not 

Change that occurs is because of contestation lots of times

Ideology – *underlying web of ideas, not something we typically sense consciously or we would not be able to act at all 

Do not look for a list of appropriate responses 

Ideologies also change over time 
Sports in particular, because they involve the body so much, gender and race are completely visible 

Power

Society is constructed by specific groups 

Changes in the culture are outcome of contestation

How much power a specific group in a society has 

Culture relies on ideologies, either dominant or subordinate 
