Stage One: Ask how reasonable or how credible the argument is.



1. Identify the main claim



2. Summarize the argument justly.

Stage two: Arguments and Evidence


Step One: Analyzing the Writer’s Reasoning and Evidence 


1. Identify type of reasoning: Inductive, deductive or causal. 128-9

2. Identify types of evidence: examples, facts and figures, authorities, analogies.      129-30.



3. Test to see if the evidence is reliable, relevant and adequate.


Step Two: Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses



1. Look for weaknesses in reasoning: logical fallacies (135)



2.  Look of weaknesses in evidence: hasty generalizations, good authorities etc.


Step Three: Categorize and chart strengths and weaknesses (see chart on 145)
Stage Three: Formulating an Evaluative Thesis Statement.


Step One: Forming an Opinion about the relationship between strengths and weaknesses.



1. You need to decide if the overall strengths outweigh the weaknesses or not.  

Step Two: Supporting your claim/opinion.


1. Decide what the main supports are for your claim is. Your main claim is whether their argument is strong or weak, so your evidence is the relationship between their main claim/conclusion and how they support it.


Step Three: Indicate standard of evaluation

1. The logical standard is the one which you will mostly be using. Indicate this by declaring whether you think the argument you are critiquing is credible, logical, convincing etc. 


See examples of thesis statements on p 137.


Stage Four: Drafting: Sequencing Strengths and Weaknesses.



1. The relationship between strengths and weaknesses determines the order. If weaknesses outweigh strengths, begin with strengths and then show how the weaknesses outweigh the strengths or visa versa. 



2. Organize the sequence of points to make about the strengths or the weaknesses.
Stage Five: Revising Thesis Statement and Essay Structure: Reasoning.


Remember, the reader is judging you the way you are judging the writer.


Step One: Revising your thesis statement: Checking for evaluative point.



1. Does it contain a claim about the relationship of strengths to weaknesses?



2. Does it mention the specific strengths and weaknesses?



3. Has your draft given you new ideas?




Step Two: Revising Essay Structure: Argument
1. Does the sequence of topics make clear the relationship of strengths to weaknesses set out in thesis statement?



2.  Is the topic of each paragraph a statement of support for the thesis?

Stage Six: Revising Introduction, Body and Conclusion:

1. Introduction: sets the tone of the essay. Is your argument clear? Does your critique sound fair and reasonable? Ex p 140.


1. Do you begin with a clear idea of the issue that the writer is addressing?
2. Is the tone s a whole fair minded?



2. Body: Check your own reasoning for weak arguments 




1. Is your reasoning sound? Have you avoided fallacies?




2. Is your evidence relevant, reliable and adequate?



3. Conclusion: is it a good summary of your argument?

1. Again, your summary needs to sound fair. Summarize the strengths and the weaknesses, showing exactly why you find it stronger than weaker, or weaker than stronger.

