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STUDY GUIDE FOR THE 1ST MIDTERM MULTIPLE CHOICES EXAM
 
You will find the answers in the ppt slides posted on the Virtual Campus and your personal notes and your textbook (Buxton).You will be tested on some terms and meaning of words: For a glossary, see the file” Glossary of Mythological Words” posted on BLACKBOARD. For images see, the BLACKBOARD file “Images for the 1st midterm” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Which are the geophysical characteristics of Greece that have influenced Greek civilization and how?  
When we talk about the civilization of ancient Greece we do not refer only to the territory labeled “Greece” in modern maps. What areas are included as part of ancient Greek civilization? (See p. 19 and the map on p.12-13). Note also the two names: Greeks/Greece and Hellas/Hellenes. Do not confuse Hellenic with Hellenistic

Be familiar with the chronological periods and approximate dates of Greek Civilization

BRONZE AGE
What were the differences between the Minoan and the Mycenaean Civilization?
Why are they called “Minoan” and “Mycenaean”?
Who were the Indo-Europeans?
What are the different origins of Greek Myths?

THE DARK AGE (referred also as IRON AGE)
Where did the Greeks establish colonies?
Around 800BC (at the end of the Iron Age or at the beginning of the Archaic), the Greek Alphabet was introduced to Greece. What was its origin? How many letters in the Greek Alphabet?

ARCHAIC PERIOD 
During that period and especially around the 6th century, there was a crystallization of the Greek common identity. What were the common bonds that strengthened the Greek identity, especially after the 6th century BC? 

CLASSICAL PERIOD 
What are the two decisive historic events during the 5th century BC?

HELLENISTIC PERIOD
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What is the definition of myth? (p.18). 
How has the meaning of the word “mythos” changed from the Homeric Epics to our modern era? What is the Plato’s contrast between mythos and logos?  What are the characteristics of myth?  

Types of Myths:  What are the characteristics of a divine myth, a legend or a folktale? What does “etiology” mean? 
	
Xenophanes was one of the first Greek philosophers to criticize the anthropomorphism of gods in myths. What was his opinion?  Plato’s criticism was even more severe. What did he believe? (p.40-41)

Explain the meaning of “allegory” and give some examples of physical and historical allegory. What is the meaning and the origin of the word “euhemerism”? 

	Myths in performance:  
Mythic narratives were orally performed in front of an audience through Epic poetry, Choral Song, or Drama
a.	What were the performing aspects of the epic poetry? 
b.	Who are the composers of the epic poems Iliad, Odyssey, Theogony, Works and Days?  What is the theme of each of these poems?
c.	Who is the most famous choral poet who composed poems to immortalize athletic victories?
d.	The 3 genres of Drama “… shared at one level a common set of conventions”. Which were the 3 genres of drama and what were their common aspects? Know the names of the famous Athenian dramatic poets, (the 3 tragedians and the one comedian)

Myths written but designed to be read as text: 
a.	What are the similarities between Argonautica and the Homeric Epics? What is the theme of that book?
b.	What is the content of the Library of Mythology?

Read also pages 220-224, part of the chapter “How Rome Re-imagined Greece” for the impact of the Roman poets Virgil and Ovid on the retelling of Greek Mythology. What is the theme of Ovid’s Metamorphoses?

An excerpt from the 3rd book of Metamorphoses on the tale of Narcissus is on page 224.
(Know the main points of the story of Narcissus and Echo and some of the interpretations)
Metamorphoses, book 3: lines 530-780 http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/ovid/ovid3.htm 

ON CREATION MYTHS
What was the popular ancient Greek concept about the shape of the world?
Where were the Hyperboreans and Ethiopians located? What was the meaning of their names?

MYTHS OF ORIGIN
These myths are found in Hesiod’s Theogony http://www.theoi.com/Text/HesiodTheogony.html and in Works and Days http://www.theoi.com/Text/HesiodWorksDays.html

Both poems start with the invocation to the muses. Hesiod in Theogony devotes 116 lines to the Muses. What is the significance of the Muses in poetry? See p. 85-86 for their names and function.

Know about the first elements of the creation: Chaos, Gaia (Earth), Tartaros and Eros: What are they, what is their meaning and function?
The offspring of Earth without a consort: Ouranos (Sky), Mountains, Pontos (Sea)
Offspring of Gaia and Ouranos: Cyclopes, Hundred-Handers (Hecantocheires) and Titans. How were they imagined to be?
Gods’ birth and succession: Kronos vs. Ouranos (p.46) and Zeus vs. Kronos (p.47-48):  

a.	Know the characters and their motivations, the result of each conflict and compare the two myths. 

b.	Know the names of the offspring created as a result of Ouranos’ castration (Furies, Giants, Aphrodite). For the Furies, see also page 87. On the birth of Aphrodite see image on p.46 and read the excerpt from Hesiod’s Theogony. How does Hesiod try to explain the meaning of her name? Note that there is a difference between Hesiod and Homer concerning Aphrodite’s parentage (See p.49)

c.	Know the names of the eldest 6 Olympians that were swallowed and regurgitated by their father. See the image on p.48. 
 
What is the connection of Kronos/Saturn with agriculture and time (Father Time, Grim Reaper)?

Titans representing fresh water: Okeanos, (who encircles the world) and his wife Tethys and their descendants the male Rivers and the female Nymphs, who were mostly associated with springs and lakes. (See an image on image 45).

Titans representing the celestial bodies: Hyperion and Theia and their offspring Helios, Selene and Eos.
For the myths of Phaeton, Endymion and Tithonos, know the characters that are essential to the story and the result of the story. There are lots of transformations and aetiologies, the concept of immortality and hubris)

Zeus’ birth in Crete (Amaltheia, cornucopia, Capricorn, aegis, Kouretes)

How does Zeus’ childhood and ascent to power fit the common patterns (motifs) of the life of the hero?

Zeus consolidates his powers after:
1.	The struggle vs. the Titans (the contribution of River Styx .How was she honoured?)
2.	The struggle vs. the Giants (see page 53- a popular theme on art, see image on p.4-5 and its description on p.4, p.21 and its description on p.20, as well as the image on p.29) 
3.	The struggle vs. Typhoeus
4.	Bypassing a prophecy by swallowing Metis (what does her name mean? See the result of the swallowing on image 49).
5.	Marrying personifications of Justice and Order and producing daughters that all support his rule. Who are these personifications? (p.48)
6.	The struggle vs. Prometheus 

ZEUS
What natural phenomena does Zeus represent? What are some of his titles? What are his powers on human society? What are his symbols? 

“How far Zeus’ authority can be said to be moral is a very complex question”. (p.69). Explain.
The 2 important sites dedicated to Zeus (Olympia, Dodona)

For Zeus and homosexuality, see page 174-177. How did the concepts of ancient Greek homosexuality differ from our own modern times? What was the fate of Ganymede? See p.176)


HERA
The meaning of her name and symbols
Hera’s and Zeus’ courtship and wedding gift
Story of Io and the peacock
Give some examples of her vindictiveness against Zeus’ lovers and children.
For the stormy relationship of Zeus and Hera read :
1) Iliad book 1 (lines: 550-end: Thetis’ request and the quarrel between Zeus and Hera)  http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/homer/iliad1.htm
2) Iliad  book 14 (lines 185-430: Hera seduces Zeus in order to fall asleep) http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/homer/iliad14.htm
3) Iliad book 15 (lines 1-60): Zeus threatens Hera http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/homer/iliad15.htm

ANTHROPOGONY

The different origins of humanity from ants, snakes, rocks, dragon teeth are all connected with the fertility of earth and autochthony (no details will be asked about the Theban beginnings, which will be taught as part of the heroic Mythology, later in the course)

ON PROMETHEUS: He is “fitted into the story of anthropogony” (p.54). What does “anthropogony” mean? According to different sources, Prometheus is connected to humans as their creator, (see images on p.55), the giver of fire, knowledge and technology. 

Who are the descendants of Iapetos? What is the archetype of a trickster?

Hesiod refers to the following stories: The sacrifices, the theft of fire and the torment of Prometheus on mount Caucasus.  
According to Aeschylus in Prometheus Bound, what else did Prometheus give the humans apart from fire? Who did Zeus send to accompany Prometheus on his way to Caucasus? Who chained him? Who finally saved him from his torment? (See images on p.56). Aeschylus includes Io in the tragedy as another of Zeus’ victims. See page 98 for information on Io. For Prometheus Bound, see: 
http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/aeschylus/prometheusbound.htm 

ON PANDORA: What is the meaning of her name? The myth of Pandora from Hesiod’s works has the following elements: Her creation by several divinities, her introduction to the male mortal world as a punishment and the opening of the jar (pithos) with the disastrous results. On one level the story is about a deceptive gift, the inseparable good and evil (kalon kakon). How does elpis (hope) fit in this concept? (p.58) 
What comparisons can you made between the Hesiodic story of Pandora and Eve of Genesis?  What comparisons can you made between the story of Prometheus and the story of Pandora?

Which were the Five Races according to Hesiod’s Works and Days? Put them in order and match them.
	Race
	Order: Which is 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th?
	Match the characteristic with the Race

	a. Iron
	
	No toil or  old age- under the sovereignty of Kronos  (a/b/c/d/e)b

	b. Gold
	
	Heroes that fought and died in Troy and Thebes  (a/b/c/d/e)d

	c. Bronze 
	
	For 100 years they were big babies, not serving the gods (a/b/c/d/e) e

	d. Heroic
	
	Warriors that exterminated themselves (a/b/c/d/e)c

	e. Silver
	
	Toil, misery , the present world of Hesiod (a/b/c/d/e)a



GREEK FLOOD: Know the main characters, the reasons and the results of the Greek myth of the flood?
What are the common motifs in flood stories? For the flood look Metamorphoses book 1: 370-610) http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/ovid/ovid1.htm

How does the myth of Atlantis fit in these motifs? 

