ANTH 1001B
MIDTERM POWERPOINTS CONDENSED

WEEK 1
*What is Anthropology?
 	- “Anthro” = people   &    “Logo” = study
 	-studied through: culture, evolution, indigenous, technology, history, language
*Are the bois (wooden art carvings) religious object, art, or commodity? Why?
 	-They represent different things to different people: religious objects to Muslim-Africans, 	commodities to the African resellers, and art to the American buyers.
*Are the bois (wooden art carvings) authentic or fake? Why?
 	-They are authentic in that they are handmade in Africa by Africans, however they are fake in 	regards to the alleged age of the sculpture (like when they dip new sculptures in mud and claim  	they are hundreds of years old).
*What do you think the film reveals about culture and cultural meanings?
 	-Bois or wooden art carvings acquire various cultural meanings and values in the course of their   	circulation. Cultures do not exist in isolation; cultural meanings are partly produced through		encounters across differences.
OVERALL LESSON: There are different definitions of authenticity, art, and meaning depending on perspective. Preconceptions are often formed about other cultures. 











WEEK 2
*BBC2 Series Tribe
 	-Criticized for perpetuating tribal stereotypes and not providing context to grasp the people
*Is it the study of cultures, of human differences, of alterity? Or, it is the study of our shared humanity?
*The ‘Savage’ Slot (Trouillot):  
 	-At the end of the 19th century, when the social sciences became established disciplines in	universities, anthropology inherited the so-called ‘primitive’ world. 
*Franz Boas: Father of American Anthropology
	-when scientific racism prevailed he argued against theories of evolution.
 	-He proposed instead that so-called ‘primitive societies’ had their own history  	and that their practices had to be grasped in their own local context; so-called 	primitive societies were as civilized or humans as western societies. 
*The Nacirema (Miner)
 	-Believe human body is ugly, so they engage in various ritual practices that exemplify the most unusual forms of human behaviour. (ex. Shrines, charms, magical potions, etc.)
*Baseball Magic (Gmelch)
 	-Described baseball as a magical practice to demonstrate how we find magic where elements of chance and accident occur.
	-This challenges the idea that only those outside western civilization believe in magic
 	-Example of ethnocentrism (i.e. the opinion one’s culture is the only correct one)
*Fieldwork: An extended period of close involvement with the people anthropologists study, during which they collect most of their data.
*Participant-Observation: A method used by anthropologists to gather information by living as closely as possible to the people they study and participating in their lives as much as possible. 
*Ethnography: refers to the written (or filmed) description of a particular cultural group.
Types of Anthropology:
*Biological Anthropology (or physical anthropology)
*Archaeology
*Linguistic Anthropology (or ethnolinguistic)
*Socio-Cultural Anthropology:
 	-Includes what is commonly referred to as the study of contemporary cultures and societies.




WEEK 3
*Ancient views of differences ≠ based on physical differences;
 	-E.g. The Ancient Greeks (‘Barbar’); unsystematic. 
*In the 17th century, science begins to perceive unity and order instead of chaos in nature. 
*1684: Bernier = 1st to group humans into subgroup
*Linnaeus’ classification (1758) became the scientifically accepted subgroups of ‘mankind’:
*Europeanus (white), Americanus (red), Asiaticus (yellow), Africanus (black), Monstrosus (anomalies); Ferus (wild).
*Division based on natural kinds of human beings, or races, that could be distinguished from one another on the basis of apparent physical traits (or phenotypes).
*These races shared other attributes beyond physical appearance: religious and scientific
*Scientific explanations of different phenotypes coincided with theories of human evolution (19th c) 
*Western industrial capitalist societies established their own societies as the norms upon which to measure other societies.
*Unilineal evolutionism: the theory that all human societies go through a series of state of evolution , from ‘primitive’ to ‘civilized’ (e.g. Morgan: Savagery, Barbarism, Civilization)
*The concept of race emerged out of specific historical and political circumstances (i.e. European colonial expansion beginning in the 15th century).
*Racial classifications served two main purposes:
 	-To explain the existence of human diversity encountered by European colonizers.
 	-To justify colonialism, conquest, and slavery
Race is not an accurate way to describe human biological variation because: 
*Variation is clinal: Physical variations occur gradually rather abruptly over geographic areas 
*Physical traits vary independently from one another; 
*Most variation is within, not between, ‘races’.
*Mostly about location, evolution, and history.
[bookmark: _GoBack]OVERALL: Race remains a constructed social category. People use race as if it reflects biological differences. In other words, race is an idea we ascribe to biology, and as such, it has material consequences.
  









